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Mr President, 

The European Union and its Member States consider UNGASS 2016 to be a key 

opportunity for the international community to take stock of the achievements of the 

international drug control system to date, to elaborate on the immense challenges 

which remain in our response to the world drug problem and to find feasible, 

operational and sustainable solutions for the longer term within the framework of the 

international treaties. 

This framework is multi-faceted and it includes the fundamental international human 

rights instruments. Against this background, the EU and its Member States wish to 

reiterate that there is a need for full implementation of the relevant international legal 

instruments related to the protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

including the right to life and the inherent dignity of all individuals, when addressing 

the world drug problem, assessing current policies and elaborating national and 

international solutions. 

From the perspective of human rights and fundamental freedoms, the EU and its 

Member States consider that the absolute priority is the universal abolition of the 

death penalty in all circumstances, including for drug-related crimes. 

The High Commissioner’s excellent report rightly concludes that , “the right to life of 

persons convicted of drug-related offences should be protected and, in accordance 

with article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 

jurisprudence of the Human Rights Committee, such persons should not be subject 
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to the death penalty”, since such offences do not meet the threshold of "most serious 

crimes".  

The abolition of other practices which are not in line with the principles of human 

dignity, liberty, democracy, equality, solidarity, the rule of law and human rights, also 

remains a priority. 

Ensuring access to a wide range of evidence-based treatment and care options is 

essential to respecting the human rights of people who are dependent on drugs. 

According to the World Drug Report 2014 there continues to be a gap in service 

provision for persons with drug use disorders. Globally, only one in six persons with 

drug use disorders have access to, or have received, drug dependence treatment. 

The international community should emphasise that efforts to prevent drug misuse 

need not and should not be at the expense of access to safe, effective and affordable 

essential medicines for all. 

We invite States Parties, within the framework of their national legal systems and in 

compliance with international law and standards, notably the international 

recommendations for proportionality, to develop and implement, after thorough 

assessment and when appropriate, alternatives to incarceration and coercive 

sanctions applicable to persons having committed minor, non-violent drug-related 

offences.  

 It is of vital importance to integrate a gender perspective in all aspects of national 

and international drug policies. Men and women are affected by polices in different 

ways, and in light of the high percentage of women imprisoned for drug-related 

offences and the specific problems that women who use drugs may face, this must 

be taken into account. 

We welcome the involvement of a broad range of stakeholders in the preparations for 

UNGASS 2016, in particular the active participation of civil society organizations. 

Civil society participation provides an important "reality check" on what works and 

what does not work in drug control matters. 
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To conclude, the EU and its Member States would like to ask the panellists for their 

views about how UNGASS 2016 could contribute to the development and 

implementation of appropriate alternative measures to incarceration and coercive 

sanctions – such as education, treatment, rehabilitation, aftercare and social 

integration – for appropriate drug-related offences of a minor nature. 

Thank you. 

 

 


