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Mr. President,  

The EU would like to thank Special Rapporteur Tauli Corpuz for her latest report 

focusing on the situation of indigenous women globally.  Her study underlines the 

critical need to step up actions at both national, local and community levels.  We 

agree that much more needs to be done to prevent and eliminate all forms of 

violations and abuses against indigenous women and girls.  In order to address these 

challenges, the EU provides direct support to civil society organizations working on 

indigenous issues, in particular through the European Instrument for Democracy and 

Human Rights (EIDHR), under which there is a wide scope for specific actions at the 

country, transnational or regional levels regarding empowerment, capacity-building 

and anti-discrimination.    Based on Special Rapporteur´s experiences, we would like 

to invite her  to share best practices and examples on cases in which female 

indigenous leaders have been particularly successful in advancing the rights of 

women and girls?                                  

Mr. President, now turning to EMRIP 

The EU also welcomes results of the 8th session of the Expert mechanism on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The EU acknowledges the work of the EMRIP which 

represents an important platform for providing the Council with relevant thematic 

expertise and proposals of great value for its work. The EU is engaged in the ongoing 
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discussions on the review of the EMRIP, and looks forward to full and effective 

consultations with indigenous peoples during this process. 

 

For many years the European Union has paid particular attention to the promotion 

and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples across the globe. As a way of 

improving our work, the EU has launched a review aiming at strengthening relevant 

EU policies to ensure their coherence with the Declaration and WCIP outcome 

document. The Review of our policy that will be finalized early in 2016 will give the 

EU a strengthened impetus to engage actively with partner countries and in 

multilateral fora and to do its share in promoting the implementation of the principles 

of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the outcome 

document of the World Conferences on Indigenous Peoples, including the review of 

EMRIP. This means that the review of UN mechanisms takes place at the same time 

as the EU is having its own policy review.  

 

 

 

 
 


