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The European Union would like to thank the panelists for their presentations 

regarding the follow-up to and implementation of the outcome of the World 

Conference on Indigenous Peoples, and its implications for the achievement of the 

ends of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

 

The EU fosters all efforts to achieve the objectives of the UNDRIP so as to ensure 

full respect for their rights, and reaffirm our full support to the Declaration in this 

regard. While the Declaration is an important instrument for promoting human rights, 

its realisation rests upon on the determination and continued commitment to the 

implementation of its objectives.  

 

At the World Conference, the EU actively contributed to the adoption of the action 

oriented outcome document, with a view to bringing positive changes to the lives of 

indigenous peoples. The outcome document provides guidance for further action 

needed to fully make the UN Declaration a reality. The EU welcomes concerted 

global efforts in this regard, including the recommendations of the outcome document 

which call on the UN Secretary-General to develop a System-Wide Action Plan to 

ensure a coherent approach to achieving the ends of the UN Declaration. 

 

For many years the European Union has paid particular attention to the promotion 

and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples across the globe. As a way of 

improving our work, the EU has launched a review aiming at strengthening relevant 

EU policies. This review has been greatly inspired by the World Conference outcome 

document. In the context of the review, we have so far organized two well-attended 

consultations with the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and 
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experts from all regions of the world, and are grateful for their valuable feedback and 

comments. A strengthened EU policy is expected to be in place by early next year.  

 

Our work towards the full and effective implementation of the UN Declaration will 

continue, and we count on close cooperation with indigenous peoples' as the 

concerned rights' holders as well as all other partners and stakeholders, in particular 

civil society and human rights defenders, that tirelessly work towards this end. 

 

Could the panellists share their views on how the creation of synergies between 

relevant UN mechanisms could help to achieve the ends of the Declaration? 

 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
 


