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Mr. President, 

The EU welcomes today's panel discussion on the human rights situation in the 

DPRK and wishes to warmly thank the moderator and the panellists for their 

interesting presentations.  

The EU together with Japan has been at the forefront of bringing the dire human 

rights situation in the DPRK to the attention of both the Human Rights Council and 

the General Assembly, starting over a decade ago with the creation of the Special 

Rapporteur, and later with the establishment of the Commission of Inquiry which 

presented its report last year. 

We remain gravely concerned by the findings of the COI of serious human rights 

violations in the DPRK, which may amount to crimes against humanity, and we 

express our most profound sympathy with the victims and their relatives. 

We continue to urge the government of the DPRK to take immediate steps to halt all 

such violations, including through immediately closing all political prisoners' camps, 

and to cooperate fully with the international human rights mechanisms. 

We reiterate our support to the COI's recommendations, including that the UN 

Security Council should refer the situation in the DPRK to the International Criminal 

Court. 



 

We welcome the recent decision by the UN Security Council to add the situation in 

the DPRK to its agenda and look forward to continued and active engagement by the 

UNSC on this matter.   

We also welcome the recently opened field-based structure in Seoul tasked with 

strengthening the monitoring and documentation of the human rights situation in the 

DPRK. 

Finally, the EU welcomes the strategy proposed by the Special Rapporteur on the 

issue of international abductions and enforced disappearances, which has also been 

an important topic in today's panel. We strongly condemn the systematic abductions 

of foreigners that have been carried out by the DPRK since 1950 and we urge the 

DPRK to release all foreign abductees who remain alive today.  

Mr. President, 

I have one question that I would like to extend to all the panellists: 

Looking back at the findings and recommendations of the COI report of last year, 

what can the international community do more to address the human rights situation 

and attain concrete improvement on the ground?   

I thank you 

 


