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Thank you Mr President, 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome for the first time to this Council the second Special 

Rapporteur on the right to safe drinking water and sanitation, Mr. Leo Heller. 

We thank him for his work during this first year of mandate and his recent report on 

affordability. 

 

While reading this first report one can clearly detect Mr Heller`s technical background 

and deep practical knowledge. His report analyzes with clarity and detail many of the 

different systems and mechanisms used to provide access to water and sanitation, 

and how they encounter problems with the affordability standards. The report also 

offers a wide range of analysis of different kind of solutions in different societies and 

States, while always remembering the need to keep particular attention to the most 

vulnerable and marginalized groups, to whom affordability is of even higher 

importance.  

The report also tries to assuage the concerns of those who try to confront economy 

and finance with human rights obligations. Furthermore, the report looks at ways to 

reconcile environmental, economic and social sustainability, which takes the form of 

affordability. 
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In this sense we would like to ask the Special Rapporteur about his views on how the 

concept of affordability regarding water and sanitation can be reflected in the goals 

and targets of the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, to be agreed 

upon in the coming days. We would also like to know from his point of view which 

next steps are needed in that agenda to better realize the right to safe drinking water 

and sanitation, which is a component of the right to an adequate standard of living. 

 

Turning on to the Special Rapporteur on hazardous wastes 

 

We also thank Special Rapporteur Tuncak for the presentation of his report as part 

of his mandate on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound 

management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes. 

  

The report focuses on the right to information, which is a timely issue. It rightly recalls 

the existing obligations of States, as well as the responsibilities of business 

enterprises. The report refers to the overall framework which exists in the EU on this 

subject, and draws from the common reply of the European Union (EU) which has 

been drafted from the input of the European Commission and its Member States, and 

which the Special Rapporteur has made available, along with all other replies, on the 

webpage dedicated to his mandate. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 
 


