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Mr. President, 

The European Union warmly thanks the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all 

human rights by older persons, Ms. Rosa Kornfeld-Matte, for her work and for her 

latest report to this Council, focussing on the right to autonomy and care. 

The European Union and its Member States are fully committed to the promotion and 

protection of the human rights of older persons. The European Summit on Innovation 

for Active and Healthy Ageing in March this year explored how the demographic 

change can be turned into an opportunity for Europe through technology, innovation 

and new ways of cooperation. This was followed this June by a conference in 

Brussels on innovative financing opportunities for active and healthy ageing. Also in 

June, on the occasion of the 10th World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, the European 

Commission organised, together with the Council of Europe, AGE Platform Europe 

and ENNHRI a joint event on Tackling elder abuse in Europe: a renewed 

commitment or a missed opportunity.  

Mr. President, 

Despite the existing international normative framework and all the EU and its 

Member States’ normative and policy frameworks for the protection of the human 

rights of older persons, the intensity of ageing in our society and the heterogeneity of 

the realities associated to ageing continue to confront us with challenges and 
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shortcomings in eliminating all situations of discrimination in this regard. As you 

mention in your report, preventing and combating elder abuse, strengthening 

autonomy and ensuring adequate care for older persons have to continue at the top 

of our priorities. 

In this regard, we would like to pose the following question to the Independent 

Expert: 

- how would you advise Governments to more efficiently prevent, combat and 

eliminate elder abuse and violence within families, in particular against those older 

persons who are physically, psychologically or financially less autonomous? 

Thank you Mr. President. 

Turning on to the working group on use of mercenaries 
 

Mr President,  

 

The European Union would like to thank the Working Group for the presentation of its 

report.  

 

The EU continues to regret the lack of conceptual clarity in the mandate which 

entertains the confusion between activities of mercenaries and the activities of 

private military and private security companies. The EU also took note of the Working 

Group’s engagement in a new area of work, namely the issue of “foreign fighters”. To 

what extent does the Working Group consider this engagement relevant to the 

fulfilment of its mandate? 

 

Despite our reservations regarding its mandate, the EU appreciates the continued 

efforts of the Working Group to map and analyse existing legislation on PMCs/PSCs 

as illustrated in the report presented to this session [A/HRC/30/34]. However, we 

reiterate our view that this exercise risks being undermined if it is meant to support a 

pre-established position in favour of a "comprehensive, legally binding international 

regulatory instrument" (para. 131), without developing arguments that could highlight 

the advantages of other options.  
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In the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Working Group to consider the 

possibility of elaborating an international regulatory framework to regulate, monitor 

and oversee the activities of private military and private security companies (27-1 

May 2015), the European Union saw the "Concept note", presented by the Working 

Group, as highly problematic as it took us back to the discussions of the first session 

of this Intergovernmental Working Group in 2011. The European Union continues to 

advocate for the exploration of a range of possible options to make progress on this 

issue – our position in this regard can be found in the Concluding remarks of the 

European Union in Annex to the report A/HRC/30/47.  

 

Could the Working Group elaborate on ways to concentrate on the issue of 

"mercenaries" and to bring about the much needed clarity to differentiate this concept 

from other issues? 

 


