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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

30th Session  

(14 September - 2 October 2015) 

EU Statement 

Update by the High Commissioner followed by General Debate 

 

Mr. President,   

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania, Liechtenstein, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

Mr. President,   

We thank the High Commissioner for his update to the Human Rights Council on the work of his 

Office. We express our full support for the independence and integrity of the mandate of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights and the invaluable contributions of the Office in the field of 

human rights. 

The European Union condemns the crimes and acts of mass violence that ISIL/Da´esh and other 

terrorist groups commit and which threaten regional and global stability. We must make all efforts 

to put an end to these atrocities, including those against the most vulnerable groups and minorities, 

and to ensure that the culprits are brought to justice. 

We share the High Commissioner´s concerns over the current migration and refugee situation which 

disrupts the lives of millions of people around the globe who are forced to leave their homes and 

undertake risky journeys to leave countries affected by conflicts, human rights violations and/or 

poverty.  Confronted with an exceptional crisis in the Mediterranean and Western Balkans region, 

the EU is committed to the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants based on their 

security and right to life, the principles of non-refoulement, the principles of non-discrimination and 

equality, as well as to the protection of those fleeing horror in their countries. The EU will intensify 
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its efforts and continue to mobilise the necessary means to tackle this emergency situation. The 

response to this crisis requires a comprehensive approach based on the full protection of human 

rights involving countries of origin, transit and destination of migratory flows. In this spirit, and 

among other actions, we are preparing, together with our African partners, the upcoming Valletta 

Summit to be held in November this year. 

We thank the High Commissioner and his Office for their continuous attention to the issue of death 

penalty. The EU fully supports keeping this issue on the Council´s agenda. Experience shows that 

dialogue and awareness raising have greatly contributed to increasing the support for the abolition 

of this cruel and inhuman punishment.  The record of 117 votes in favour of the last year's 

moratorium resolution in the GA confirmed, once again, the growing pro-abolitionist trend. We call 

on all States that have not yet done so to introduce a moratorium on executions as a first step 

towards abolition. 

Later this month, world leaders will gather in New York to adopt the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. The final draft outcome document reaffirms the importance of human rights as the 

linchpin for all aspects of economic, social and environmental development. The new agenda aims 

to promote a transformative, universal, and human rights-based development agenda that protects 

human dignity and contributes to the realization of human rights for all, without discrimination of 

any kind. This marks a significant evolution from the past, and the EU remains fully committed to 

effectively implementing the New Agenda on Sustainable Development.  

The EU is deeply concerned about the sharp escalation of violence in Burundi, and its humanitarian 

consequences on the whole region. Politically motivated assassinations and targeting of independent 

journalists, opposition members, and representatives of civil society, such as the attempted murder 

of prominent human rights activist Pierre Claver Mbonimpa, have compounded an environment of 

repression and fear and have driven more than 180 000 people, mainly women and children, out of 

the country. The Human Rights Council can no longer turn a blind eye to this fast evolving human 

rights and humanitarian crisis: following the leadership demonstrated by the High Commissioner, 

the HRC must deploy all its relevant tools to help improve the situation.  

Furthermore, we remain deeply concerned by the ongoing violence and deteriorating human rights 

situation in Syria. Additionally, the EU is increasingly worried about the crisis in Yemen, which is 

resulting in high numbers of civilian victims. We are also concerned by the situation in Libya and 
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we hope that the diplomatic efforts of the UN SRSG towards an urgent solution to the Libyan crisis 

will pave the way for the establishment of a Government of National Accord. In all these cases, 

only a political solution can put an end to the suffering of the population. 

As regards Ukraine, we remain deeply concerned by the human rights violations and abuses which 

continue to be experienced by growing numbers of victims, in particular in separatist-controlled 

eastern Ukraine. We call on all parties to end hostilities and duly implement their obligations under 

the Minsk agreement, including allowing full and safe access for humanitarian relief. The 

widespread human rights violations in Crimea following its illegal annexation by the Russian 

Federation, unprecedented intimidation of the Crimean Tatars and Ukrainian speaking communities 

as well as the recent sentencing of Oleh Sentsov and Oleksandr Kolchenko, whose trial the EU 

considers to be in breach of international law and elementary standards of justice, underline the 

seriousness of the situation. We also remain deeply concerned by Nadia Savchenko´s illegal 

detention in Russia. We highly value the work of the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in 

Ukraine and reporting of the Office, and welcome the regular reporting of the High Commissioner 

in this Council to remain seized with the matter. We stress that all international human rights 

observers should be granted full, free and unhindered access to Crimea. 

Mr President, 

Turning to Sri Lanka, the EU looks forward to the High Commissioner´s report on Sri Lanka 

presented at this session. The EU will continue to support efforts towards further progress of the 

human rights situation as well as to promote reconciliation and accountability in Sri Lanka.   

To conclude, we underline that this Council must remain seized with the situation in the Central 

African Republic by supporting the authorities in their fight against impunity and efforts to ensure 

transitional justice. 

 

 

 


