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Mr President,  

The European Union would like to thank the High Commissioner for his oral update 

on the atrocities committed by Boko Haram that have created a most critical human 

rights and humanitarian situation in Northern Nigeria and the Lake Chad region.  

We strongly condemn the large scale, widespread and systematic abuses of human 

rights and violations of International Humanitarian Law perpetrated by Boko Haram in 

Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad and Niger. Our sincere condolences go to the people and 

the governments of the countries affected. 

The violent conflict in North-East Nigeria, with Boko Haram's indiscriminate attacks 

on the civilian population, in particular women and children, has displaced over  

1,5 million people within the country, and forced over 200.000 people to flee to 

neighboring Niger, Cameroon, and Chad.  

The EU is firmly committed to supporting the Nigerian government, all States in the 

region concerned and the African Union to address the challenges posed by Boko 

Haram.  

We continue to assist the Nigerian government and other affected countries in their 

response to the humanitarian crisis caused by Boko Haram. Last week, the EU 

Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Christos Stylianides, 

announced a further boost of 21 million Euro of the EU's humanitarian aid to those 

displaced by Boko Haram. We commend the work of the humanitarian agencies on 

the ground and encourage them to scale-up their presence.  



 

Furthermore, the EU stands ready, with its partners through its full range of 

instruments, to support the region in addressing the conditions conducive to 

terrorism, including through national capacity-building of the countries concerned.  

The EU reaffirms the primary responsibility of States to protect their populations, 

including from acts of terror. In this regard, the EU is concerned about the reports of 

human rights violations committed by the Nigerian security forces and other 

government forces fighting Boko Haram. The EU therefore welcomes President 

Buhari's statement that security forces are required to respect human rights and that 

changes will be made to ensure that disciplinary steps are taken against proven 

human rights violations committed by the Armed forces. The EU calls on all 

concerned state authorities to swiftly initiate independent investigations to hold 

accountable the responsible of alleged violations. 

Tackling Boko Haram requires a comprehensive response which recognises that 

Boko Haram is in part a consequence of poor development in north east Nigeria. The 

EU believes that a key factor for winning this war is to tackle the root causes of the 

conflict and to take measures to address factors that give rise to militancy and 

radicalism not only in the north east but all over the country.  

In conclusion, Mr. President, let me assure you of the EU's continued determination 

to support Nigeria and other countries affected by the appalling atrocities committed 

by Boko Haram.  

Thank you 

 


