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Terrorism is a threat to all States and to all peoples. It poses a serious threat to our 

security, to the values of our democratic societies and to the rights and freedoms of 

our citizens, especially through the indiscriminate targeting of innocent people. 

Terrorism is criminal and unjustifiable under any circumstances. 

The European Union offers its condolences to the people of France, Tunisia, and 

Kuwait and to all the families of those killed and wounded. Our thoughts also go to 

the people of Syria, Iraq and also Nigeria, who are among the first victims of terrorist 

attacks almost every day. 

The European Union strongly believes that efforts to combat terrorism must at all 

times be carried out with full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and 

that the Human Rights Council must continue to focus on this approach and promote 

it. We are looking forward to hearing your views and would like to ask the following 

questions : 

 

1) What measures or best practices would you recommend to ensure that laws 

and measures on counter-terrorism and national security are not misused to 

infringe human rights and fundamental freedoms of individuals and/or do not 

hinder the work and safety of human rights defenders and other civil society 

actors ? 
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2) Some states are facing atrocities committed by non-state actors. What would 

you recommend to states concerned and to the Human Rights Council in 

order to ensure that states abide by their obligations under international law 

under such conditions?   

The EU counter-terrorism strategy adopted in 2005 aims to combat terrorism globally 

while respecting human rights, and to make Europe safer. The strategy is focused on 

four main pillars: prevent, protect, pursue and respond. Across these pillars, the 

strategy recognizes the importance of cooperation with third countries and 

international institutions. The EU also adopted strategy for combating radicalisation 

and recruitment to terrorism, including the phenomena of lone actors and foreign 

fighters and the growing potential of social media for mobilisation and 

communication. 

As required by the Treaties and restated by the EU CT Strategy, when implementing 

the Strategy, the Member States and the European institutions develop their CT 

policy in full respect of the rights and principles recognised by the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights.  

 


