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Mr. President 

The European Union welcomes Mr Ruteere and thanks for the presentation of his 

report focused on the practices of racial and ethnic profiling, their role in boosting 

discrimination and the challenges arising thereon. Regarding your other report on the 

implementation of General Assembly resolution 69/160, let me from the outset 

concur with you that  the current requirement to report twice per year is not an 

optimal mechanism for fulfilling the obligations of your mandate. 

Let me stress the commitment of the European Union and its Members States to the 

promotion and protection of human rights for all, without discrimination on any 

ground. All forms and manifestations of racism and xenophobia are incompatible with 

the founding values of the EU, which are those of the respect for human dignity, 

freedom, democracy, equality, rule of law and respect for human rights.  

Non-discrimination on the basis of racial or ethnic origin is enshrined in the EU 

Treaties and in the Charter of Fundamental Rights, as well as in several EU 

Regulations and Directives. Let me just highlight the 2000 Directive on Racial 

Equality providing for a broad framework on the prohibition of discrimination on 

grounds of race and ethnic origin and the promotion of equal treatment on these very 

same grounds. 
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As rightly pointed out in the report of the Special Rapporteur, the EU has adopted a 

legal framework with provisions against racial and ethnic profiling and its 

discriminatory nature. This issue was also widely addressed by a recommendation of 

the European Parliament and the European Agency for Fundamental Rights has 

elaborated a comprehensive guide on understanding and preventing discriminatory 

racial and ethnic profiling, providing for a wide-ranging review of ongoing efforts to 

reduce ethnic profiling and support non-discriminatory law enforcement.  

Mr. President, 

Allow me to address now the Special Rapporteur: Mr Ruteere, in your report, you 

consider that combating the use of racial and ethnic profiling constitutes a new and 

complex challenge, demanding comprehensive efforts from States and the 

international community. We would like to listen further to your views on which topics 

lie at the core of those challenges and how can we better contribute to help 

addressing those priorities.  

Thank you 

 


