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UNITED NATIONS  

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

29
th

 Session  

(15 June – 3 July 2015) 

EU Statement 

Follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 

Mr. President,   

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liechtenstein, Ukraine 

and Georgia. 

The Vienna Declaration and Program of Action reaffirmed the principle of universality that is so 

fundamental to human rights. The European Union attaches great importance to this principle, but is 

concerned that it is sometimes misunderstood and even questioned. Allow me to quote Paragraph 5 

of the VDPA in this respect:  “All human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and 

interrelated. The international community must treat human rights globally in a fair and equal 

manner, on the same footing, and with the same emphasis. While the significance of national and 

regional particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds must be borne in 

mind, it is the duty of States, regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems, to promote 

and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms.” 

The VDPA reminds us of our collective responsibility to stand against all forms of discrimination. 

The European Union has repeatedly demonstrated its commitment to fight discrimination in all its 

aspects. In this respect, we would like to underline that the universal nature of human rights 

includes also the responsibility to ensure equality, non-discrimination and protection from violence 

also for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons and all others who may face 

discrimination on any ground. Human rights violations targeted toward persons because of their 

sexual orientation or gender identity constitute a global and entrenched pattern of very serious 

concern to the European Union.  
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Mr. President, 

After the adoption of two Human Rights Council resolutions on human rights, sexual orientation 

and gender identity, this Council and its membership cannot be complacent. As pointed out by 

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon “the struggle for LGBT rights is one of the great, neglected human 

rights challenges of our time”.  

There is no doubt that states have the obligation to protect all their citizens from violence and 

discrimination, including their lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or intersex citizens. This is not 

about values and domestic law. This is about international law.  

Therefore, the European Union commends those States in all regions who have pursued a variety of 

initiatives aimed at reducing levels of violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and 

gender identity. The OHCHR report on “Discrimination and violence against individuals based on 

their sexual orientation and gender identity”, officially presented during this Council session, 

reports on progress made across regions to address these issues. 

Unfortunately, this is not the whole story. The reality in many countries is one of continuing, 

pervasive, violent abuse and discrimination. At least 76 States retain laws that are used to 

criminalize and harass people on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity or expression, 

including laws criminalizing consensual, adult same-sex relationships. In seven States even the 

death penalty may be applied in cases of consensual homosexual conduct. In the past years, 

according to OHCHR, we have also seen laws that seek to restrict public discussion of sexual 

orientation under the disguise of “protecting minors” from information on so-called “non-traditional 

sexual relations”.  

We call on these countries to repeal these laws which amount to serious human rights violations and 

cause immense suffering and renew our firm commitment to ensure the full realization of all human 

rights for LGBTI persons all around the world.  

The international community cannot sit by and allow that people are being punished just for who 

they are or whom they love. LGBTI persons are entitled to the same human rights and fundamental 

freedoms as everyone else. We all should learn from our histories that persecuting people, including 

persons belonging to minorities, or discrimination of any kind, leads to catastrophic results. Let us 
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be clear, being LGBTI must never be a cause for discrimination or violence, and even less for 

repressive action by the State that should protect them. Therefore, this Council must continue to act 

to protect the human rights of all, including LGBTI persons.  

I thank you. 

 

 


