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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

29th Session  

(15 June – 3 July 2015) 

EU Statement 

Human Rights bodies and mechanisms 

Mr. President,   

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, 

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liechtenstein, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

The EU pays tribute to the High Commissioner for Human Rights and his Office for their dedicated 

work promoting and protecting human rights worldwide. To ensure that such work can be carried 

out with optimal efficiency and impartiality, we all need to uphold the independence of the High 

Commissioner and his Office and to seek the most adequate avenues to address the alarming budget 

situation the Office is facing. 

Just before the beginning of this session of this Human Rights Council, an annual meeting took 

place of special rapporteurs, representatives, independent experts and working groups of the Special 

Procedures, unquestionably one of the most important mechanisms at the disposal of the Human 

Rights Council to ensure the promotion and protection of human rights.  The Communication report 

of the special procedures submitted to the Council clearly illustrates the intensity of activities 

undertaken by the mandate holders and the EU is pleased to note the impact the system has towards 

improving human rights on the ground. At the same time we cannot ignore the challenges the 

system is facing such as under finance, non-cooperation of states and reprisals. 

 

The EU shares the view of the mandate holders that there is an urgent need to develop a systematic 

approach to the issue of reprisals as the current response by the UN and member states in 

preventing and addressing reprisals is inadequate.  We urge all States to respond to cases of alleged 

reprisals and to provide information to the Human Rights Council on measures taken to prevent and 
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address acts of intimidation or reprisals, including on cases raised in the reports of the UN Secretary 

General.  

 

The EU firmly believes it is essential that States fully cooperate with and assist the Special 

Procedures by providing all necessary information requested and by responding to their 

interventions. The recommendations made by Special Procedures should be interpreted as a genuine 

offer of assistance rather than improper criticism. We welcome discussions within the Council on 

the ways to improve follow-up to recommendations of the special procedures, including those made 

after country visits. The European Union renews its call to all states that have not done so to 

consider extending standing invitations to all Special Procedures. 

 

The EU reiterates its strong commitment to the UPR and encourages all States to continue to fully 

cooperate with this mechanism. We also note the crucial role that technical assistance and capacity 

building can play in the implementation of the recommendations received during the UPR process 

and highly appreciate the valuable support provided by the Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights in this area. 

Mr President,  

The EU welcomes the "Summary of discussions" of the third Forum on Business and Human Rights 

as prepared by the Forum's Chair. We particularly would like to highlight the broad reflections of 

the Chair, and notably the "need to establish a regular and systematic process for measuring and 

reporting on progress made by States and business enterprises in implementing the Guiding 

Principles". The EU looks forward to continue its constructive engagement on this at the 4th Forum 

which is currently being prepared under the guidance of the UN Working Group on Human Rights 

and Transnational Corporations and other Enterprises. 

 

The EU and its Member States also take note of the Report of the third session of the open-ended 

intergovernmental working group on a draft United Nations declaration on the right to peace. 

Despite our long-term position that currently there is no legal basis for the ‘right to peace’ in 

international law, we have consistently expressed our willingness to engage in a discussion about 

the linkages between peace and the enjoyment of human rights and have on that basis participated 

actively and constructively in the discussions under the stewardship of the Chair-Rapporteur 
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Christian Guillermet-Fernández of Costa Rica. We again commend him for his work and express 

our appreciation for the constructive nature of discussions at the third session, due in large part to 

his leadership. We were, however, disappointed that it was not possible to finalise on a consensual 

basis the work of the group in that session and we remain committed in this regard. 

 

 


