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Mr. President, 

I have the honour to read this statement on behalf of a group composed of:  the United States, 

the Republic of Korea, Japan, Turkey, Montenegro, Switzerland, Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Island, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Canada, Australia, 

Norway, Serbia, Guatemala, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Lichtenstein, Ukraine and the EU. 

 

We thank the High Commissioner for highlighting his concerns about the situation of Human 

Rights in Burundi, especially following his visit to this country. We also note the remarks by 

the special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders made after his visit to Burundi and 

statements issued by other Special Procedures on the human rights situation in the country. 

 

We have serious concern about violations and abuses of human rights in Burundi, in particular 

those involving: 

- Excessive use of force by the security forces against demonstrators; 

- Restrictions incompatible with the right to freedom of expression including media 

freedom, and the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and association; 

 

We further deplore a general climate of intimidation for opposition parties, journalists and 

civil society 

We strongly condemn the assassination of the opposition figure Zedi Feruzi, as well as other 

politically motivated violence. 

We urge the authorities of Burundi to conduct impartial and independent investigations on 

these and other human rights violations and abuses in order to bring those responsible to 

justice. 

We are also concerned over the humanitarian situation of more than 100.000 Burundian 

refugees who fled the country towards the neighboring countries. 

We are gravely concerned by the increasingly violent and threatening actions by a pro-

governmental militia in Burundi, known as Imbonerakure, as they could tip an already 

extremely tense situation over the edge. We urge Burundian authorities to disarm all armed 



youth movements linked to political parties, especially the Imbonerakure, and to investigate 

all actions carried out by these groups, whilst ensuring that the rights and interests of children 

are protected. 

We call all Burundian stakeholders to demonstrate their sense of responsibility, to exercise 

restraint, not to resort to violence, to work constructively in order to safeguard the 

achievements of the Arusha Agreements, and to engage in good faith in a dialogue in order to 

restore the necessary conditions for democratic and inclusive elections.  

We believe that the Human Rights Council, as the main UN body for the promotion and 

protection of Human Rights, must closely monitor the situation in Burundi and play a 

supportive role in preventing a further worsening of the situation, complementing efforts by 

the United Nations, the East African Community and the African Union towards a lasting 

political solution to the current situation. We welcome, in this regard, the decision of the 

African Union to immediately deploy human rights observers to the country. 

We are, therefore, encouraging the African group to reflect its leadership also within the 

Council and to make full use of its tools to address this situation 

We encourage the Burundian authorities to cooperate fully with the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights in Burundi. 

We believe that the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Burundi should 

regularly report to the Human Rights Council on the human rights situation in the country in 

order to keep the Council informed about developments, and to present a report on the issue to 

the Council in an interactive dialogue at its 30th session. 

Finally, we call on the Human Rights Council to stand ready to convene an urgent debate on 

the human rights situation in Burundi should the situation further deteriorate. 


