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Mr. President, distinguished Members of the Council and of the Commission of 

Inquiry on Eritrea, 

The European Union would like to thank you for your hard work in gathering evidence 

and testimonies with as many as 550 confidential interviews and a large number of 

written submissions. We regret that the Government of Eritrea did not cooperate with 

the Commission and did not grant it access to the country to conduct its work.. 

Eritrea should extend full cooperation to the Commission of Investigation and take all 

necessary measures to implement the Commission’s recommendations. 

The European Union is deeply concerned about the Commission's assessment that 

systematic, widespread and gross human rights violations have been committed in 

Eritrea. Your report provides detailed testimonies about an extensive Government-

controlled system aimed at silencing and isolating individuals, and about the 

systematic denial of fundamental freedoms and political rights. We are deeply 

disturbed by the reports of extrajudicial executions, torture (including sexual torture), 

and forced labor and your assessment that these violations may amount to crimes 

against humanity.  

We also note with great concern how the situation in Eritrea impacts on the whole 

region and beyond, with an ever-increasing number of Eritreans  leaving their home 

country and risking their lives in search for a better future. The harrowing stories of 

unimaginable torture that victims of traffickers have to endure, including organ 

harvesting, call for a decisive and concerted international response.  
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The European Union is working closely with third countries and international partners 

in order to address the scourge of human trafficking. The problem of migration and its 

related human rights challenges needs to be tackled collectively by the countries of 

origin, the countries of transit, and the countries of asylum, as was also highlighted in 

the dialogue on human rights of migrants last week. We recognise that Eritrea is 

working with international partners through the EU-AU Khartoum Process to tackle 

the causes of irregular migration. We welcome Eritrea’s increased engagement on 

this issue. 

What are the most urgent steps that the Government of Eritrea and the International 

Community should take to address the root causes of the migration from Eritrea?  

 The government's announcement to reduce the duration of the national service for 

recruits to 18 months could be a first and encouraging development in the primary 

interest of the Eritrean People and in the direction of an enhanced cooperation with 

the International Community. We are intent upon drawing the attention of the Eritrean 

Authorities on the importance  to provide full and transparent information on the 

implementation of this announcement.  

As a follow-up to your report you recommend that the government seek technical 

assistance from OHCHR and other agencies to assist in the implementation of the 

report's recommendations.  

Which recommendations do you see are best suited for this technical assistance?  

Finally we call on the Government to cooperate fully with this Council and its 

mechanisms, and to grant access to the Commission of Inquiry and to the Special 

rapporteur.  

 

 


