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Mr President, 

Distinguished panelists, 

 

The EU would like to express its full commitment to the advancement of women’s 

rights, gender equality and women’s empowerment, a cause which lies at the core of 

the EU’s internal and external actions.  

 

Violence against women and girls is serious human rights violation and represents 

the most brutal manifestation of discrimination; it can have serious short and long-

term adverse consequences for women’s health, including their sexual and 

reproductive health. The EU acknowledges that violence against women can take 

many forms and that intimate partner violence, including domestic violence and 

marital rape, ranks among the most pressing societal problems today. Unfortunately, 

human rights violations and abuses of this kind are all too common in all parts of the 

world. 

 

All states have a duty to protect women from discrimination and violence and must 

actively pursue comprehensive strategies and policies at all levels to assure freedom 

from violence. In light of this, the EU would like to recall states’ obligation to respect, 

protect and promote the human rights of women and girls, to prevent violence, to 

investigate, prosecute and punish perpetrators of such violence, to assure the 
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protection of victims and to end impunity. These efforts are a fundamental part of the 

State’s responsibility of due diligence.  

 

With this in mind, the EU has put in place a comprehensive legal framework at 

European level to prevent and combat all forms of violence against women. 

 

A comprehensive and multi-sectorial approach is sorely needed to prevent violence 

against women. We call on all members of society to jointly address and challenge 

the root causes of violence against women as well as prevailing negative attitudes 

and behaviour. We must ensure that culture, privacy, religion, tradition or so-called 

“honour” cannot be invoked to justify any form of violence against women.  

 

Mr President, 

 

We would be grateful if the panelists could elaborate on specific schemes, best 

practices or concrete priority initiatives that, according to their evaluation, could play 

a central role in the elimination of violence against women? 

 

Thank you. 

 


