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Mr. President, 

 

The European Union thanks the outgoing Special Rapporteur on the independence 

of judges and lawyers, Ms Gabriela Knaul, for her commitment to the mandate and 

for her professional and dedicated work as rapporteur. She has always been 

welcomed to visit EU Member States and her insights and recommendations have 

been much appreciated. We are looking forward to working with her successor with 

the same spirit of cooperation. 

 

The European Union welcomes the focus in the Special Rapporteur’s current report 

on the protection of children’s rights in the justice system. We agree that judges, 

prosecutors and lawyers play an essential role in upholding children’s rights at the 

domestic level. Their specific training in these rights, with special regard to the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, is therefore essential. The EU shows its 

commitment to this issue inter alia by promoting the Council of Europe’s 2010 

Guidelines on child-friendly justice and assisting its Member States in improving the 

protection of child rights in their judicial systems. 

 

We would like to ask the Special Rapporteur to kindly provide a few practical 

examples of how the best interests of the child can be ensured as a primary 

consideration when children are involved in criminal and justice proceedings! Has 

she come across examples of best practices in her work that she could put forward in 
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more detail? Finally, could the Special Rapporteur elaborate on how she envisages 

to follow up on her recent press releases regarding the application of international 

standards to the selection of judges? 

Thank you, Mr. President! 

 

Turning on to the Special Rapporteur on right to health 

Mr President,  

The European Union welcomes Special Rapporteur Dainius Puras for the 

presentation of his first report to this Council.  

The European Union is committed to the promotion and implementation of all human 

rights. We are strongly committed to the full realization of the right of everyone to the 

enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.  

At the 24th session of the Human Rights Council, the European Union was pleased 

that resolution 24/6 extending the mandate was adopted by consensus, thanks to the 

way Brazil handled the discussions.  

We are now pleased to see that Special Rapporteur Puras is committed to work on 

all dimensions of his mandate, with various possible directions of work outlined in the 

report [A/HRC/29/33].  

We notably support the Special Rapporteur's commitment to apply the principle of the 

"interdependence and indivisibility of human rights" [para. 43 of A/HRC/29/33] in 

fulfilling his mandate.  

Could the Special Rapporteur indicate how he intends to work with other institutions, 

and particularly WHO, to ensure complementarity and progress? 

 

 

 

 

 


