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EU Intervention 

Mr. President, 

The EU wishes to thank the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women for her 

comprehensive report and express gratitude for her work.  

The EU is appalled by the numerous serious instances of violence against women 

and girls over the past year, including by the persistence of gender related killings, 

domestic violence, sexual and intimate partner violence, stoning, forced abortion and 

sterilization, female genital mutilation and child, early and forced marriage. Women 

and girls belonging to minorities and those who otherwise face marginalization and 

exclusion are especially at risk, also in situations of conflict and humanitarian crisis.  

Violence against women constitutes a serious violation of human rights. As stated in 

last year’s annual report, the root causes of violence against women, including 

prevailing attitudes and inequalities, need to be addressed and challenged. This 

requires a comprehensive and collective effort: authorities and service providers, in 

collaboration with civil society and the private sector, need to work together for the 

effective prevention and protection of violence and to provide accountability and 

redress for cases in which that violence does occur.  

Furthermore the elimination of violence against women needs to be firmly embedded 

in the shaping of the post 2015 agenda.   
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In this year’s report, the Special Rapporteur helpfully provides an overview of a 

selection of regional human rights systems that help States combat violence and help 

individuals claim their rights. The Istanbul Convention plays an important role in this 

respect. 

Madam Special Rapporteur, in your study of three regional situations, were you able 

to distill any key-elements that are crucial to include in regional human rights systems 

to help combat violence against women? 

Thank you, Mr. President   

Turning now to the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs), 

Mr. Beyani, 

The European Union welcomes your report and your presentation today and we 

commend you for the highly professional way in which you exercise your mandate. 

We particularly thank you for the high number of country visits that you have 

undertaken over the past year as well as your close cooperation with regional and 

international organizations.  

By the end of 2014 the number of IDPs due to conflict and crisis has reached a 

record high of 38 million people, representing a 4.7 million increase compared to 

2013 and the highest figure since the Second World War.  

Where do you see the main challenges for your mandate and for the HRC in 

addressing the protection needs faced by an increasing number of IDPs? How are 

these challenges to be overcome and what could be done to further strengthen the 

response of the UN-system as a whole to this worrying trend? 

Mr. Beyani, 

While the record-numbers of IDPs are extremely worrying, an equally alarming 

statistic that you’re highlighting in your current report is that the average duration of 

conflict-induced displacement is now a staggering 17 years. For many, displacement 

is a protracted and life-changing experience which may last decades. In your report 
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you’re thus highlighting the importance of recognizing internal displacement as a 

development challenge requiring sustainable solutions.  

Mindful of the fact that protracted displacement is not only a humanitarian challenge 

but also a developmental, political and economic one, the Council of the European 

Union has acknowledged1 in 2013 that the challenges that forcibly displaced persons 

present for host communities and countries “should be addressed through long-term 

development planning, targeted initiatives and enjoyment of their rights”. Further the 

EU Action Plan for Resilience in Crisis Prone Countries (2013-2020)2 recognises the 

developmental needs of refugees, IDPs and returnees and advocates for longer-term 

approaches and strategies to address protracted refugee and IDP situations.  

 

We would also like to highlight the recommendation that you make to the 

international community that “Humanitarian and development actors should 

systematically interact to develop solution strategies for IDPs and identify 

mechanisms to promote integrated approaches from the early stages of 

displacement.” 

 

Finally, Mr. Beyani, we would like to ask you to further outline on how a 

developmental, inclusive and integrated approach to displacement would benefit not 

only the displaced but also the host communities and enhance economic 

opportunities and general development for the latter group?  

 

 

                                            
1  Council of the European Union, Conclusions on the European Commission's Communication on 

Maximising the Development Impact of Migration, 12415/13, 19 July 2013.   
2 SWD(2013) 227 final 


