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Mr. President, distinguished panelists, 

The European Union and its member states warmly welcome today’s panel 

discussion and the initiative of discussing, at the Human Rights Council, a matter as 

global and urgent as the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl. 

Despite progress in recent years, girls continue to suffer severe disadvantage and 

exclusion in education systems throughout their lives. We are especially concerned 

about the negative effect armed-conflict has on girls, including on their enrolment 

rates in primary education, and the deliberate targeting of schools and girls on their 

way to/from school. Furthermore, according to UNICEF, many countries will still not 

have reached gender parity. On current trends, it is projected that 69 per cent of 

countries will have achieved parity in primary education, and 48 per cent of countries 

will have achieved parity in lower secondary education by the 2015 deadline.  

We applaud and encourage the initiatives undertaken by OHCHR, UNICEF and UN 

Women, among so many other UN agencies, programmes and funds, to fight 

discrimination against women and girls in education. We actively pursue policies that 

promote and protect the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every girl. 

Significant progress has been achieved in terms of equal attainment and access; on 

average, in 2012, 83% of young women reach at least upper secondary school 
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education in the EU, compared to 78% of men. Women also represent 60% of 

university graduates in the EU.  

Mr. President, 

Girls’ education throughout the world meets obstacles such as cultural practices 

favouring boys’ education when a family has limited resources, or inadequate 

sanitation facilities in schools, leading to early abandonment or interruption of 

education in early adolescence. School-related gender based violence (SRGBV) 

continues to be a serious constraint on the fulfilment of the right to education, 

especially for girls, and undermines the experience of school as a safe space for 

learning.Girls throughout the world face gendered or stereotyped attitudes regarding 

educational choices, and women are less likely to choose scientific and technological 

fields of study. 

Regarding the future of this discussion, Mr. President, I would like to express our 

wish to continue to play a strong, progressive role in ensuring the respect, protection 

and fulfilment of every girl’s right to education, by fighting discrimination, violence and 

outright exclusion of girls from education.  

Thank you. 

 


