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EU Intervention 

Thank you Mr. President. 

Ms. Izsák, 

The EU would like to thank you for your presentation and your report focusing on the 

human rights situation of Roma persons worldwide. The EU welcomes your effort to 

shed light on the severe socio-economic marginalisation that they experience across 

the globe.  

Fighting discrimination based on any grounds represents a key issue within the EU 

human rights policy, as well as for its Member States, who bear the primary 

responsibility for Roma integration and to that effect have drafted national Roma 

integration strategies. 

This has been a successful response to the EU's Framework for National Roma 

Integration Strategies adopted from 2011 to 2020, which focuses on four key areas 

the EU believes will help address the root causes of Roma exclusion and foster 

Roma integration: namely education, employment, health and housing. As 

recognized in your report, the lack in access to these basic services becomes the 

cause and consequence of the deprivation of economic and social rights, leading to 

further obstacles in the exercise of civil and political rights, and vice versa. 

The EU now holds an annual Roma Summit with the primary aim of taking stock on 

how national Roma strategies are implemented at the local level. We appreciate your 

recognition that its 2013 recommendation on effective Roma integration measures 
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broke new ground, as the first European Union instrument to combat discrimination 

and prejudice against Roma persons. 

We agree that the lack of political will is a key factor in the failure to implement 

international standards prohibiting discrimination and bringing about structural 

change. The EU has generated strong support to promote the human rights of Roma 

persons and it is fully committed to overcoming remaining challenges and pushing 

for further progress, especially through effective and meaningful participation of 

Roma persons in public life, and we are grateful for you recommendations in that 

respect. 

We have noted in various parts of your report the challenges you have faced in 

assessing the situation of Roma persons around the world because of the lack of 

information and data available from countries outside of Europe.  

We share your concern that this could mean that very little has been done across 

regions to identify, recognize, understand and protect Roma persons from prejudice, 

discrimination and stigmatization.  In this context we note and share the emphasis 

you have placed on the importance of better incorporating overarching anti-

discrimination legislation and policies. 

In that respect we would like to ask you to please share with us best practices on 

how States across the regions can effectively implement these to prohibit all forms of 

discrimination.  

Finally, we would like to reiterate our support to your mandate and to your work on 

this important issue. 

I thank you. 

 

 


