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Mr President, 

The EU and its Member States are firmly committed to the promotion and protection 

of the human rights of migrants. Addressing the challenges and harnessing the 

positive effects of migration is of global importance and in this context we welcome 

the Council's holding of today's dialogue.   

A lack of progressive realisation of economic, social and cultural rights in countries as 

well as outright violations of civil and political rights, drive citizens from their 

motherland in search for protection and prosperity abroad. Their journey is a 

treacherous one, as illustrated by the recent tragic events across the globe. 

The EU is deeply concerned by the loss of life of migrants trying to reach a better life. 

Our immediate priority must be to prevent the loss of life. We also need to take action 

to avoid such tragedies in future, including by preventing and clamping down on 

migrant smuggling and trafficking in human beings, by disrupting the criminal 

networks involved in this trade who exploit vulnerable migrants and by protecting the 

victims of such activities. We need to adopt a comprehensive approach to migration 

policies and ensure that measures are consistent with international human rights. 

Part of the solution must also be to address the root causes of why migrants leave 

their homes in the first place, through promoting good governance and development 

aid, addressing human rights abuses and violations and tackling conflict and 

instability.  
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Mr President, 

The respect of the human rights of migrants is also a cross-cutting priority in the EU's 

cooperation with non-EU countries. This is reflected in the numerous projects that are 

being implemented in partner countries under the EU’s overarching external 

migration policy – the Global Approach Migration and Mobility, GAMM – which focus 

on protecting migrants from abuse and human rights violations. Attention is given to 

the human rights of migrants, in particular children and other vulnerable groups. 

Likewise, the Mobility Partnership instrument is a good example of how human rights 

issues can be addressed in a systematic manner in policy dialogues with third 

countries. The Mobility Partnership is a valuable instrument to address relevant 

migration and mobility issues of mutual concern and it builds trust between the 

partners, which is of particular importance to increase mobility in a secure 

environment 

Mr President, 

Also the challenges related to migration can only be managed through partnership, 

solidarity and cooperation among countries of origin, transit and destination, that puts 

saving lives at the forefront of its endeavours, including through bolstering the 

capacity of the international community to tackle transnational organized crime.  

The EU is convinced that a holistic approach, optimising coordination between all 

Geneva-based international organisations and agencies dealing with particular 

aspects of the migration issue, can only serve to improve the human rights situation 

of migrants.     

Thank you. 

 

 

 


