
 

 
 
 

 
European Union 

 

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

23rd Special Session  

(1 April 2015) 

 

 

 

______ 

"in light of the terrorist attacks and human rights abuses and violations committed  
 

by the terrorist group Boko Haram" 

______ 

 

 

Statement by 

H.E. Mr Raimonds Jansons  

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Latvia 

on behalf of the European Union 

 

 

 

Geneva, 1 April 2015 
 

- CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY -  



 2

UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

23rd Special Session 

(1 April 2015) 

"in light of the terrorist attacks and human rights abuses and violations committed  
 

by the terrorist group Boko Haram" 

EU Statement 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Iceland, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Liechtenstein, the 

Republic of Moldova and Georgia. 

The EU welcomes the convening of this special session on the human rights situation in the regions 

affected by Boko Haram.  

We condemn in the strongest terms the large scale, widespread and systematic abuses of human 

rights and violations of International Humanitarian Law perpetrated by Boko Haram, not only in 

Nigeria but also in Cameroon, Chad and Niger. The EU expresses its sincere solidarity with the 

peoples of these countries who suffer the hardships and the consequences of terrorist activities. 

These increasingly violent and frequent attacks and indiscriminate killings have targeted mainly 

civilians, and particularly women and children and have caused complete devastation on the civilian 

population, with half a million people being displaced within Nigeria and hundreds of thousands of 

refugees escaping to neighbouring countries. 

The EU is horrified to learn about another possible abduction of 400 women and children which 

recently took place in Damasak, and is reminded of those who remain captive following the 

abduction of more than 200 girls in Chibok last year. 

The EU is committed to supporting the Nigerian government, all States in the region concerned, the 

African Union and other regional partners, to address the challenges posed by Boko Haram. In this 

respect, the EU reiterates its readiness to assist the Nigerian government in its ever so necessary 

response to the humanitarian crisis caused by Boko Haram. The EU commends the work of 

humanitarian agencies and encourages them to scale-up their presence. Furthermore the EU stands 
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ready, with its partners and through its full range of instruments, to assist and provide support to the 

region to address the conditions conducive to terrorism, including by strengthening the national 

capacity of the countries concerned. 

The EU reaffirms that the responsibility lies with the State to protect its population from acts of 

terror which clearly undermine the enjoyment of its people's rights. In particular, the EU notes with 

concern reports of human rights violations committed by Nigerian security forces and other 

government forces operating in Nigeria, and the ensuing lack of accountability, even in cases where 

there is a clear failure to adequately protect the population. The EU believes that a key factor for 

winning this war is ensuring that people can and have trust in the security forces, and that they are 

being protected by those whose duty it is to protect them, under national law and international 

humanitarian and human rights law. 

We hope that today's special session will result in a unified consensus and productive dialogue 

which will result in proposing appropriate actions to investigate all violations and abuses of 

international human rights law and international humanitarian law in Nigeria in the region with a 

view to avoiding impunity and ensuring accountability. 

Mr. President, 

The EU stands ready to support Nigeria and other countries affected by the terrorist activities of 

Boko Haram.   

I thank you Mr. President 

 

 


