
 

EUROPEAN UNION 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations Office 
and other international organisations in Geneva  
 
  

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 
28th session 

 
Panel Discussion on 

“Technical cooperation to support inclusive and par ticipatory development 

and poverty eradication at the national level” 

 

25 March 2015 
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The European Union welcomes today’s presentations on technical cooperation to 

support inclusive and participatory development and poverty eradication at the 

national level. 

 

Human rights and development policies are mutually reinforcing and complementary. 

The European Union is committed to promoting all human rights, whether civil and 

political, or economic, social and cultural, in all areas of its external action without 

exception. We believe that the respect for and protection and fulfilment of human 

rights is a prerequisite for achieving sustainable development. A rights-based 

approach to development cooperation can significantly contribute to the realization of 

human rights. 

 

The EU’s rights-based approach to development cooperation is based on the 

following principles: the universality and indivisibility of human rights and the 

principles of inclusion and participation in decision-making processes; non-

discrimination, equality and equity; transparency and accountability. We are 

convinced that the application of these principles ensures the empowerment of the 

poorest and most vulnerable, in particular of women and girls, which in turn 

contributes to poverty reduction efforts. 

 



 

In our view the effective implementation of such a development policy requires a 

thorough context-specific assessment of the human rights situation at the national 

level with a view to identifying the root causes of poverty and social exclusion. The 

European Union finds it equally important to continue a coherent political and policy 

dialogue with all relevant stakeholders at the country level. 

 

We would also like to highlight the fundamental role of civil society in promoting 

human rights. Moreover, we recognize the key role that the private sector can play in 

achieving poverty reduction, sustainable development and inclusive growth. 

 

Let me conclude by recalling that this year we have a unique opportunity to ensure 

that the future, post-2015 development framework would be truly universal, balanced, 

applicable to all, and aligned with all human rights. Achieving a transformative 

agenda is a key priority for the European Union and its Member States. In order to 

succeed in this we need a new global partnership, to which we all have to contribute. 

The EU and its Member States stand ready to take action at all levels. 

 

We would like to pose the following question to the panelists: Can you provide 

concrete examples of areas where national human rights institutions can contribute to 

poverty eradication by promoting the realization of rights? 

 

Thank you! 

 


