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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

28th Session  

(2-27 March 2015) 

Technical assistance and capacity building 

EU Statement 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this statement: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine and the Republic of 

Moldova. 

The European Union reiterates its strong support for High Commissioner and his Office, and pays 

tribute to their valuable work in the areas of technical assistance and capacity building. These are an 

important means to consolidate the foundation for human rights, democracy and the rule of law in a 

constant dialogue with States, regional organisations and other stakeholders  

We value the important role of the OHCHR Human Rights Mission in Ukraine deployed on the 

invitation of the Government of Ukraine since March 2014. Its enhanced work now includes 

technical cooperation which is extremely valuable. Evaluating and reporting on the current and 

developing human rights situation across Ukraine, particularly in the eastern regions of Ukraine and 

the Crimea, and providing support to the Government of Ukraine in the promotion and protection of 

human rights is of high importance.   

We commend the Government of Mali for its efforts towards the re-establishment of constitutional 

order. We encourage it to focus on accountability for human rights violations as a fundamental step 

towards national reconciliation. In this context, we encourage the Government to intensify its 

efforts to combat impunity to co-operate with the ongoing investigation by the International 

Criminal Court (ICC) into war crimes in the country in order to bring all perpetrators of human 

rights violations before an independent and impartial court. 

We appreciate the full cooperation by the Central African Republic with international mechanisms, 

but remain gravely concerned about the volatility of the security situation and persisting human 

rights abuses in the country. We call on all parties to immediately end violent attacks against the 



 3

population and reiterate that all who perpetrate such acts will be brought to justice. We reiterate our 

support to the Independent Expert, and call on the authorities to continue to extend full cooperation 

to this important mechanism. 

We note with satisfaction the cooperation of Guinea with UN human rights mechanisms, and 

encourage the authorities to intensify their efforts in ensuring that the elections to be held in 2015 

are conducted in a free, peaceful and transparent manner and that security conditions fully respect 

human rights and democratic standards. We urge the authorities to take all necessary measures to 

bring to justice those responsible for the human rights violations and abuses committed in 

September 2009. 

Thank you, Mr. President 

 

 


