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EU Intervention 

Mr. President, 

The EU welcomes the OHCHR report on Iraq which adresses the dire human rights 

and humanitarian situation in the country.  We underline that all parties in Iraq have 

the responsibility to respect applicable International law, in particular not to target 

civilians and protected persons. 

The EU is extremely concerned with the situation and condemns in the strongest 

possible terms the unspeakable atrocities committed by ISIL/Daesh, which may 

amount to genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.  

We are also deeply concerned by the OHCHR findings of possible war crimes 

committed by other parties to the conflict.  

We reiterate that all human rights violations and abuses comitted by all parties in Iraq 

must be investigated and the perpetrators be held accountable through the 

appropriate criminal justice mechanisms. We note the commitment made by the Iraqi 

governement to carry out investigations and call on the government to ensure that all 

those responsible for such violations face justice in accordance with international law, 

and in particular international human rights law. We further welcome the Iraqi 

government's ongoing cooperation with the EU on reform of its judiciary. Moreover, 

we recommend the government of Iraq to accede to the Rome Statute of the 

International Criminal Court.  



 

The EU is committed to ensuring that the Human Rights Council remains seized of 

the very serious situation in Iraq and takes note with appreciation of the follow-up 

initiative presented by the Iraqi government during this session. 

We further commend the tireless efforts of the OHCHR as well as the wider UN 

system in addressing the crisis in Iraq. 

Finally, Mr President, let me reiterate the EU's continous support to the Iraqi 

government in its quest to promote and protect human rights.    

Thank you 


