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EU Intervention 

Mr. President, 
 
We want to thank the Minister of Justice of France, the OHCHR and the panellist for 

their interesting presentations. 

 

Tomorrow we will observe the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination. We will remember the victims of the massacre in Sharpeville (South 

Africa) 55 years ago. The killing of unarmed protestors led to condemnation by the 

UNSC and galvanized global attention to act to end apartheid.   

Today's commemoration reminds us that we must act decisively to combat racism, 

racial discrimination and related intolerance. We need stronger mobilization by civil 

society, and far more decisive action by Governments to fully and effectively 

implement human rights obligations and commitments. 

Racial or ethnic discrimination is prohibited by the European Union Charter of 

Fundamental Rights as well as by an extensive range of policy and legislative 

instruments to prevent and to fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia 

and related intolerances, and we remain committed to its realisation where more 

progress is needed. 

 

As stated by the speakers, we should not forget the lessons of the past and there are 

many painful historical memories from the transatlantic slavery trade to the horror of 

the holocaust. 



 

The least we can expect is that humanity learns from its history, and that is the 

reason why the memory of those tragedies should be preserved through appropriate 

memorials, remembrance and educational tools which are key instruments to 

overcome the hatred of the past. 

Learning and understanding the complexity of past tragedies is paramount to combat 

racial discrimination today. When extracting the lessons of the past, we must have 

them recorded accurately therefore the importance of serious historical scholarship. 

The caricatures of the past are as pernicious as the caricatures of racism today. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

I would like to address the following questions to the panellists. 

• Can you give us examples of best practices of how States and other actors 

have effectively used the lessons of past tragedies to address the 

contemporary forms and manifestations of racism? 

• We all agree that education is one of the main tools to prevent the recurrence 

of racist attitudes. However in many countries where this is part of the 

education curricula, we witness manifestations of racism and racial 

discrimination. Do you have an explanation for this?  Are education and 

awareness raising enough? 

Thank you 

 


