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Thank you Mr. President.  

Ms. Izsák, 

The EU would like to warmly thank you for your presentation and your report focusing 
on hate speech and incitement to hatred against minorities in the media. Given the 
worrying increase of the expressions of hate against persons belonging to minorities, 
this is a very pressing topic. 

We have noted in your report the assessment that media, while providing huge 
benefits and possibilities, including in the field of minority issues, can also be 
misused as a platform for discrimination and exclusion. In this context, we would like 
to point to the EU Council Conclusions on combating hate crime in the European 
Union. These conclusions emphasize the vital importance of freedom of expression, 
while recognizing that some particular forms of expression, including those 
constituting hate speech, are not protected by Article 10 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights.  

While a legal response remains important, legislation is only part of a larger toolbox 
to respond to the challenges of hate speech. We agree that speaking out against 
hate speech by political leaders and other public figures is paramount to avoid the 
creation of intercommunal divides and tensions. Moreover, we believe it is important 
to enhance preventive measures. This includes promoting cultural diversity and 
inclusion, developing education to tolerance, fighting against discrimination and 
aiming for all sectors of society to have a role in combating intolerance. 

In your report, you encourage States to establish institutions dedicated to minority 
issues, with mandates to train, monitor and act on issues relevant to intercommunal 
relations. Given your experience, we would be grateful if could you share with us 
some best practices in this regard. 



 

You have completed four years as mandate-holder and the EU appreciates your 
constructive and comprehensive work in order to promote and protect the rights of 
persons belonging to minorities. Could you elaborate on your plans regarding country 
visits and your priorities in the year ahead? 

Ms. Izsák, 

Before concluding, let me also emphasize the importance of the Forum on Minority 
Issues in the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to 
minorities. The Forum is a unique platform within the United Nations for promoting 
dialogue and cooperation on this issue and has contributed to the enhanced visibility 
of minority issues. The EU especially welcomes last year’s topic of the Forum, 
focusing on preventing and addressing violence and atrocity crimes targeted against 
minorities. The EU advocates for the serious consideration of the recommendations 
of the Forum.  

Finally, we would like to reiterate our strong support to your mandate and to your 
work on this important issue.  

I thank you. 

 


