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Mr. President, 

The EU welcomes the report by the Special Rapporteur.   

As you know, the EU, together with Japan, has been at the forefront of bringing the 

dire human rights situation in the DPRK to the attention of both the Human Rights 

Council and the General Assembly, starting about a decade ago with the creation of 

the Special Rapporteur, and later with the establishment of the Commission of Inquiry 

in 2013. 

As the Special Rapporteur rightly points out, the COI report constituted a major 

turning point as it provided solid and detailed documentation of the horrific human 

rights situation in the DPRK. It also paved the way for the adoption of two strong and 

clear resolutions last year, first in the Human Rights Council and second in the 

General Assembly. 

The EU remains gravely concerned by the findings of the COI of serious human 

rights violations in the DPRK, which may amount to crimes against humanity.  We 

continue to urge the government of the DPRK to take immediate steps to halt all such 

violations, including through immediately closing all political prison camps.  

We reiterate that there can be no impunity for such violations and continue to support 

the COI's recommendation that the UN Security Council should refer the situation in 

the DPRK to the International Criminal Court. 



 

We welcome the recent decision by the UN Security Council to add the human rights 

situation in the DPRK to its agenda and look forward to continued and active 

engagement by the UNSC on this matter.   

We also welcome the fact that the field-based structure will soon become operational 

in Seoul in order to continue the important work of the COI to systematically and 

independently document allegations of human rights violations in the DPRK. 

The EU further welcomes the recent strategy proposed by the Special Rapporteur on 

the isuse of international abductions and enforced disappearances. We strongly 

condemn the systematic abductions of foreigners that have been carried out by the 

DPRK since 1950 and we urge the DPRK to release all foreign abductees that 

remain alive today.  

Mr. President, 

The EU, together with Japan, will once again table a resolution on the human rights 

situation in the DPRK. The aim is to address the most pertinent issues, including on 

accountability. The resolution will also extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur. 

In conclusion, let me reiterate the EU's continued appreciation of your work and our 

strong engagement in addressing the very serious human rights situation in the 

DPRK. 

Thank you 

 


