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Ms. Special Rapporteur, 

  

The European Union warmly welcomes you to the Human Rights Council. We congratulate you on 

the work you have carried out as Special Rapporteur since your appointment in June 2014 and 

thank you for your tremendous efforts and engagement with Myanmar as well as for your excellent 

report. 

  

The EU shares your assessment that Myanmar/Burma has undergone far-reaching changes and 

that extensive legislative reform efforts have been initiated, which is a positive sign for the future 

improvement of the human rights situation in the country. The EU welcomes the engagement and 

cooperation of the Government with the Special Rapporteur during her latest visit to the country 

from 7 to 16 January 2015. 

  

However, it is clear from your report that a number of significant human rights challenges remain 

to be addressed, and I would like to highlight some specific areas. 

  

The EU believes that it is important to widen and further protect the democratic space in the 

coming months to ensure inclusive, credible and transparent elections. The EU notes with concern 

your findings that restrictions on this space are severe and may have worsened since your visit in 

July 2014. As the High Commissioner and yourself have pointed out, signs of the backtracking in 

Myanmar’s democratic transition are worrisome in this crucial election year. The EU wishes to 

underscore the importance of the participation and representation of women as well as ethnic and 

religious minorities in the political sphere and in decision-making processes in general and in the 

resolution of conflicts, in accordance with Security Council resolution 1325. 

  



 

The EU reiterates that for a new and aspiring democracy to thrive, all protesters, political activists, 

human rights defenders and journalists must be able to carry out their activities free from 

intimidation and attack and all people must be represented in the political dialogue. The EU 

encourages continuing efforts to secure a national ceasefire and to advance a comprehensive and 

inclusive peace process. 

  

We are deeply concerned by your report's recount of intense fighting and increased militarisation 

of Kachin and Shan States and by the State of Emergency declared in the Kokang self-

administered zone which has resulted in tens of thousands of displaced people. The continuing 

crisis in Rakhine state is also a cause of serious concern and we agree with your call for root 

causes of this conflict to be addressed and human rights for all to be respected. UN and 

humanitarian organisations have been attacked and this has had a significant impact on the well-

being and security of local communities. 

  

The EU shares your concern that the progress towards the establishment of a fully mandated 

OHCHR country office has stalled and we strongly encourage a revival of this initiative. 

  

The EU would like to pose the following questions: 

  

1.  In light of the delay so far in setting up a full mandated OHCHR country Office which the 

Government of Myanmar/Burma has committed to, what is the likelihood of this happening now 

and how can the process be expedited? 

  

2. Which aspects of the political process in the lead up to the elections do you think would be 

especially important to follow closely? 

  

3. The nationwide ceasefire and peace process has entered a difficult phase with little progress. 

What can be done to facilitate the negotiations? 

  

4. How would you address and tackle the root causes of Human Rights violations which are 

perpetuating the conflict in Rakhine State? 

  
 

 


