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Mr President, 

The EU wishes to express its gratitude to Special Rapporteur, Dr Shaheed, for his 

continued efforts to monitor the Human Rights Situation in the Islamic Republic of 

Iran. We welcome your excellent report, including its conclusions and 

recommendations, which this time examines ongoing concerns and developments in 

the light of the recommendations made during the second Universal Periodic Review 

of Iran. 

Yet again, your report provides information on the critical human rights situation, as 

well as on legislative developments and their implementation. We strongly encourage 

Iran to rescind laws that render activities legitimate under international law as criminal 

offenses, including those that restrict the press, criminalize expression, limit access 

to information and give rise to arrests of civil society actors and members of 

vulnerable groups; including all religious, political and ethnic minorities, not least 

Baha’is.  

We note with deep concern the alarming level of executions, including juvenile 

offenders, and especially how many of them do not meet the threshold of “most 

serious crimes” under international human rights law. We further note the high 

number of prosecutions that do not meet internationally recognized fair trial 

safeguards.  



 

We welcome the release of political prisoners and prisoners of conscience, but 

remain concerned about the treatment and execution of political prisoners, as well as 

the high number still detained. 

We note with concern the situation of women and girls and the existence of laws that 

violate their full enjoyment of civil, political, social and economic rights. Draft 

legislation currently under consideration appears to further restrict the rights of 

women and should therefore be rejected. 

The EU welcomes the many attempts by the Special Rapporteur to establish a 

dialogue with Iran and the interaction that has taken place with its representatives in 

Geneva and New York. We urge the Government of Iran to further cooperate with the 

Special Rapporteur in the form of dialogue and visits to the country. 

Dr Shaheed, could you further elaborate on the cooperation you have with the 

Government of Iran and how it is affecting your mandate? 

I thank you. 

 

 

 

 


