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Mr President,  

The European Union would like to warmly thank the Commission of Inquiry on the 

situation of Human Rights in Eritrea for his update and for its excellent work. We 

deeply regret that the Government of Eritrea refuses to cooperate with the 

Commission of Inquiry and to grant it access to the country. 

Eritrea has a strategic role in the international context because of its strategic 

position in the Horn of Africa, where transnational threats, such as terrorism and illicit 

trafficking, keep thriving; because of the continuing population outflow seeking to 

migrate and reach European shores; and because of the economic opportunities 

offered and sought by Eritrea. In such context, the international community should 

reaffirm its clear commitment to human rights and explore all avenues to support 

positive changes in this area.  

The “no war no peace” situation should not serve as an excuse for the continuation of 

the militarization of the population and the violation of the rights of the Eritrean 

citizens. We encourage the Governments involved, the UN and the relevant regional 

organizations, to support Eritrea in overcoming this situation.  

The European Union welcomes the Government of Eritrea's accession to the UN 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment as well as its recent decision to reduce to 18 months the national military 

service. The EU stresses the importance that this decision, which is a significant step 

and commitment, be upheld and fully implemented. This is key to avoiding the human 



 

rights consequences of the national service on the Eritrean people, including forced 

and underage recruitment; heavy punishments amounting to torture for deserters and 

conscientious objectors often accompanied by reprisals against their families; and 

forced labor. Women are particularly vulnerable and at risk of sexual violence during 

military service.   

The European Union  is deeply concerned for the persisting serious violations of 

human rights, such as arbitrary arrests, including political, incommunicado detention 

and inhumane prison conditions; extrajudicial killings; torture; restrictions on 

fundamental freedoms, particularly freedom of expression; and sexual and gender-

based violence. We urge the Government of Eritrea to open detention centers to the 

scrutiny of independent observers, including the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights. 

In the regrettable absence of cooperation on behalf of the Government of Eritrea, the 

Commission of Inquiry is collecting information from relevant sources outside the 

country.  We note the Commission’s recent visits to five countries in Europe and 

Africa and would be grateful if the members of the Commission could elaborate on 

any particular challenges encountered.  We also note that the Commission has 

scheduled a visit to Sweden and Germany for later this month and would be grateful 

if the Commission could elaborate on further visits in other States which may be 

planned.  

To conclude, we would like to express our full support to the Commission of Inquiry   

and  we further call on the Government of Eritrea to engage in an open and 

constructive dialogue on the human rights situation in Eritrea.  

 

 

 

 


