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EU Intervention 

The EU thanks the panellists for their presentations and for sharing with us the 

concepts and best practices in this very relevant issue.  

 

Given the current financial and economic crisis, budget consolidation efforts present 

significant challenges to ensure that social policies remain of high quality and 

effective in the short as well as the long run.  

 

In many countries, children are more at risk of poverty or social exclusion than the 

overall population, and they become less likely to do well in school, enjoy good 

health and realise their full potential later in life.  

 

In this context, we think that the discussion today is particularly relevant for every 

single country. States' primary responsibility of investing in children must stay firm 

regardless of their level of development or resource constraints, and should be 

guided by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

In our view, fulfilling that responsibility should include providing access for all children 

to quality education, health care services, including girls’ sexual and reproductive 

health, housing and social services, as well as opportunities to participate and 

exercise their rights, which help children to live up to their full potential and contribute 

to their resilience.   
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We think that the most successful strategies have proved to be those underpinned by 

policies improving the well-being of all children, whilst giving careful consideration to 

children in particularly vulnerable situations.  

 

To conclude, we would like to stress the need for investment in children to be 

sustained over time. That approach allows for policy continuity and long-term 

planning, and it should be accompanied by a system that includes assessment of  

policy impacts and ensures that steps are taken to mitigate any adverse effects. 

 

We would appreciate any views and experiences the panellists may have on policy 

impacts assessments by States. 

 

Thank you.  

 

  

 


