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The European Union warmly thanks Special Rapporteur Devandas for her first report 

to this Council, and at the same time congratulates her on her recent appointment. 

Madam Special Rapporteur, we look forward to engaging with you in the coming 

years as you take forward your important mandate.  

We appreciate that the mandate of the Special Rapporteur focuses on dealing with 

and eliminating barriers faced by persons with disabilities in their participation as 

equal members of society, as well as on addressing violations of their human rights. 

The European Union firmly supported the creation of this mandate bearing in mind 

that much greater attention is needed to address these challenges. 

In that respect, the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities 

represents a key issue within the EU human rights policy worldwide, as well as for its 

member States. A sixth of the populatiom of the EU – around 80 million people – 

have some type of disability, a proportion that doubles among the elderly people, 

while this figure is expected to further increase of as the population grows old. 

We are very grateful for your description in the report of the overarching 

considerations guiding your mandate, of the methods of work you commit yourself to 

follow and of a strategy you have devised to promote the inclusion of the rights of 

persons with disabilities both at international and national levels. We also fully share 
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concerns and priorities set out in order to address the most urgent challenges, 

namely promoting citizenship, combating poverty and promoting change in social 

perceptions about persons with disabilities.  

As for the second priority, I would like to make use of this opportunity to underline 

that the poverty rate of persons with disabilities is 70% higher than the average thus, 

addressing the root causes of poverty among persons with disabilities and supporting 

the development and implementation of social protection systems inclusive of 

persons with disabilities seems to be a wise strategy to start promoting the rights of 

this social group. 

We would like to address one question to the Special Rapporteur: 

In your report you refer to the need of the mandate holder to interact with a large 

number of stakeholders but, as a new mandate, you describe a dire challenge in 

terms of human and financial capacity. What kind of involvement you would ask from 

States in order to adequately promote the rights of persons with disabilities? 

We wish Ms. Devandas good luck in discharging her mandate and look forward to 

cooperating closely with her on this important issue.  

Thank you. 


