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The European Union would like to thank Special Rapporteur Bielefeldt, for the presentation, 

and welcomes his impressive report on violence committed "in the name of religion", and the 

recommendations therein. The report demonstrates the need for a general understanding of 

the global context in which such violence has occurred as well as the root causes, by 

highlighting contemporary factors and actors, including political circumstances as a breeding 

ground for hatred. It is a crucial reminder for all of us, including the EU, not to let fear blind our 

response to such acts. And never to forget our obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the 

human rights of every individual. 

The EU is deeply concerned by acts and threats of violence based on religious ideologies, and 

especially condemns violence and acts of terrorism, which are significantly increasing in 

number and atrocity, targeting individuals, men, women and children alike, many belonging to 

religious minorities across the world, on the basis of or in the name of religion or belief. One of 

the EU priority areas of action under its Human Rights Guidelines on freedom of religion or 

belief is the issue of addressing violence. We support the Special Rapporteur's 

recommendation for all relevant stakeholders to publicly speak out against grave violence on 

the grounds of religion or belief, thereby preventing a 'culture of silence', expressing solidarity 

with victims of such violations and demanding immediate accountability of the perpetrators in 

order to overcome impunity and deliver justice.  
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As you point out, it is important that States refrain from policies of exclusion by which persons 

belonging to certain groups suffer discrimination, be it on grounds of their religious affiliations 

or religiously 'dissident' beliefs. In order to prevent and combat acts of violence in the name of 

religion, multiple measures need to be taken, such as educational campaigns promoting 

respect for diversity, initiatives fostering intercultural dialogue within the society, alongside 

measures to prevent violent extremism. We recall that, in accordance with the ICCPR, national 

legislation shall prohibit 'any public advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that 

constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence'. These issues require our 

continuous efforts. Therefore, we will organize a side event to explore how to effectively 

address acts of intolerance, discrimination and incitement to hatred. It will take place today at 

3 pm in room 23, and we would like to invite everybody to participate in this discussion.  

Professor Bielefeldt, 

We would be interested to hear more on concrete actions that can be undertaken with regard 

to overcoming the noticeable gender dimension of violence committed on grounds of or in the 

name of religion. What role can States play in achieving concerted actions that include all 

relevant stakeholders to ensure that a person, regardless of gender, sexual orientation or 

gender identity, has the right to freely decide what to believe or not to believe? Are there any 

specific examples of best practices in this respect?  

You identify lack of trust in the rule of law and fair functioning of public institutions as one of 

the key factors that can provide fertile ground for religious extremism.  Do you have any 

suggestions on how best states can build this trust among their citizens? 

You call on all, including faith leaders, to speak out against religious extremism.  How can 

governments best create the conditions for this and amplify the voices of moderation? 

Thank you. 

 


