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Mr President,  

 

The EU would like to thank the Independent Expert on human rights and the 

environment Mr. John Knox for his substantial work on clarifying the human rights 

obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment, and for his latest report on good practices in this area. We appreciate 

that this document is the result of extensive and inclusive consultations, and welcome 

in particular the close cooperation of the mandate holder with UNEP as a good 

example of inter-agency cooperation and of the mainstreaming of human rights. We 

further welcome the creation of a searchable on-line database of good practices. 

 

Mr. Knox, 

 

You note in your reports the links between enabling access to environmental 

information and States' human rights obligations relevant to the environment. In this 

regard, we would like to stress that the EU had created - 25 years ago - the 

European Environment Agency with precisely this purpose:  to provide sound, 

independent information on the environment, thus helping Member States to make 

informed decisions. Likewise, the 7th EU Environment Action Programme guiding EU 
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environment policy from 2014 to 2020 includes better information on environmental 

matters and access to such information as important goals. 

 

We are also committed to the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and 

Human Rights, and the European Commission has commissioned a study aimed at 

clarifying the current legal framework for human rights and for the environment 

applicable to EU‐based companies when they operate outside the European Union.  

The study is now publicly available, and we hope that it will contribute to a better 

understanding of the existing legal requirements and facilitate effective 

implementation of the UN business and human rights framework. 

 

Mr. Knox, 

 

We agree with your conclusion that more effective steps are needed to protect the 

rights of human rights defenders engaged in environmental issues and are dismayed 

by the numbers of reported deaths of these defenders due to their work. In this 

respect, we would be interested to hear more about the outcomes of the meeting in 

Bangkok on their protection. 

 

Finally, I wish to reiterate our commitment to upholding existing human rights 

obligations relevant to the environment, to protect the procedural environmental 

rights, as contained in the Aarhus Convention, to provide a legal framework that 

protects against environmental harm, and to protect persons belonging to vulnerable 

groups from human rights violations. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


