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Mr. President, 

The European Union wishes to extend a warm welcome to the new special 

rapporteur on adequate housing,  Ms. Leilani Farha, as well as the new Special 

Rapporteur on the right to food, Ms. Hilal Elver. 

Mme Special Rapporteur, Ms. Farha, 

We wish to thank you for your first report to the Council, which addresses the role of 

local and other subnational levels of government in the progressive realization of the 

right to housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living. As you 

have underlined in your report, all levels of government must be fully engaged in the 

progressive realization of the right to adequate housing. We are happy to note that 

hundreds of cities from our own member states are signatories to the European 

Charter for the Safeguarding of Human Rights in the City.   

At the end of your report, you recommend that responsibilities between all levels of 

government should be clearly delineated and jointly coordinated. While we note this 

recommendation with interest, we consider that this can be difficult to achieve in 

practice, in particular in contexts where resources are scarce but challenges are 

manifold. Can you make some further practical recommendations (and give some 

best practice examples) on how States can avoid a lack of clarity and overlapping 
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responsibilities, where those in need of housing are caught in the middle? 

Mme Special Rapporteur, Ms. Elver, 

We also wish to thank you for your first report to the Council, on access to justice and 

the right to food. We agree that a rights-based approach to food security is 

paramount to ensure that the fundamental right to be free from hunger is upheld, and 

that awareness of the right to food and the obligations pertaining thereto need to be 

heightened amongst right holders and duty bearers. 

As mentioned in the ID with the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the 

Environment this morning, the EU remains committed to the United Nations Guiding 

Principles on Business and Human Rights. The EU has been very active in their 

implementation. At national level, EU Member States have taken a clear 

commitment, and are at the forefront as regards the elaboration and publication of 

national action plans. 

• In your report, you recommend to provide mechanisms that offer adequate, 

effective and timely remedies in cases of violations of the right to food. Can you 

provide us with further best practice examples of such remedies? 

• You also recommend to ensure policy coherence when implementing national food 

strategies, paying particular attention to the correlation between trade and investment 

policies, and economic development plans. In practice, what can be done to foster 

such policy coherence? Can you provide us with examples? 

 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

 

 

 

 


