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Mr. President, distinguished panelists,  

 

At the outset, allow me to emphasise that the European Union remains 

strongly committed to achieving sustainable development and eradicating 

poverty; ensuring the realization of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms; working towards ensuring security, conflict prevention and 

resolution, as well as our commitment to rule of law and good governance, 

gender equality, human development, accountability and equitable 

globalisation. The negotiations for the post-2015 agenda taking place in New 

York are the international community’s chance to achieve these goals in a 

sustainable and equitable manner. The EU is strongly committed to ensuring 

that the agenda has a rights-based approach encompassing all human rights 

and promoting the rule of law, and that it respects, supports, and builds on 

existing multilateral agreements, conventions, commitments, and processes.  

  

We share the understanding that the enhancement of international 

cooperation is essential for the effective promotion and protection of human 

rights, and should be based on the principles of cooperation and genuine 

dialogue and aimed at strengthening the capacity of States to prevent human 

rights violations and comply with their human rights obligations for the benefit 

of all human beings. 
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We emphasise that, while national development efforts should be supported, 

the primary responsibility for ensuring that the right to development is realised 

is a responsibility owed by States to their citizens. All policies and strategies 

must be in line with obligations under international human rights law and 

carried out in a non-discriminatory, participatory, transparent and accountable 

manner. We must not forget that, as we stated in Vienna, it is the duty of 

States to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems. Cultural diversity 

or different civilizations cannot be an alibi for not respecting and promoting 

human rights. 

  

Mr. President, 

 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform 

for Action, which committed States to ensure women’s full participation on the 

basis of equality in all spheres of society, including the decision-making 

process and access to power.  

 

The EU is committed to the full and effective implementation of the Beijing 

Declaration and Platform for Action. To this end, the European Institute for 

Gender Equality has recently prepared a comprehensive independent 

monitoring report entitled "Beijing+20". This will serve as a basis for further 

elaboration on the most appropriate policy recommendations and orientation 

for future action on gender equality in the European Union.  

 

As mentioned above, this year will see the international community seeking to 

agree on a new agenda for development. The EU supports gender equality 

both as a stand-alone goal in the new agenda for development as well as its 

mainstreaming within the post-2015 framework for poverty reduction and 

sustainable development.  
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Mr President, 

  

We look forward to the discussions on this issue during the Commission on 

the Status of Women next week and the GA’s High Level debates focusing on 

advancing gender equality and empowerment of women in post-2015 

Development Agenda. 

 

Finally I wish to express our concern about how we have deviated from the 

original purpose and framework of resolution 16/21 when designing this panel. 

The EU therefore welcomes the recent bureau decision to hold a 

brainstorming discussion after the 28 session on how best to ensure the 

implementation of the mandate in this regard.  

 

 

 


