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Mr. President,  

The European Union thanks the Independent Expert for his presentation and for his 

last report. We appreciate the openness and availability of the Independent Expert to 

engage with a diverse set of interlocutors in Sudan, in particular the civil society and 

victims of human right violations, as well as the diplomatic community in Khartoum. 

We take note with appreciation of the Government's announcement of a National 

Dialogue which represents the best way forward to addressing the constitutional and 

political challenges in the country.  In this regard, we welcome the recent releases of 

some political detainees as a way of paving the way for building trust in the 

genuineness of such dialogue. We urge the government to maintain the momentum 

and build further confidence in this process. In order to create a truly conducive 

environment for dialogue further steps are needed to ensure that all parts of society 

can take an active part, including the release of all other political detainees and the 

opening of space for the legitimate activities of civil society. 

 

The EU remains deeply concerned by the overall deterioration of the human rights 

situation in the country over the past year and the many remaining challenges. 

Today, we commemorate a sad one-year anniversary of the lethal shooting of scores 

of peaceful demonstrators in Sudan just at the moment this Council was about to 
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adopt another resolution providing technical assistance to Sudan at HRC24. We 

regret the lack of a credible investigation, to date, of this and the continuation of 

systematic crackdowns on demonstrators, the media and the civil society including 

detentions and allegations of torture. We call upon the Government urgently to 

institute an independent judicial public inquiry into acts of excessive use of force, as 

per the Independent Expert's recommendations, and to guarantee the exercise of the 

freedoms of expression and assembly, the freedom of the media and the unhindered 

work of civil society organizations.  

The EU also condemns in the strongest possible terms the ongoing violations and 

abuses of international human rights and humanitarian law perpetrated by the 

Government forces, including its affiliated Rapid Support Force, and armed groups in 

Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile and Darfur, including the indiscriminate aerial 

bombings of humanitarian facilities, killings of civilians, sexual and gender-based 

violence, attacks on peacekeepers, recruiting of minors and targeting of humanitarian 

aid workers. All those responsible for serious human rights violation including the 

rebel forces must be brought to account.  

The EU welcomes the decision of a Sudanese court to overrule the previous 

sentencing to flogging and capital punishment of Meriam Ibrahim on charges of 

adultery and apostasy. At the same time, the EU reiterates its concerns that the right 

to freedom of religion and belief, especially of religious minorities, is not fully 

respected, and urges Sudan to repeal article 126 of the Criminal Code which 

criminalizes apostasy and is in contradiction of Sudan's own Interim Constitution as 

well as the ICCPR to which Sudan is a party. Although the case of Meriam Ibrahim 

attracted international attention this is not the only recent case of apostasy. The 

Government of Sudan needs urgently to address this issue. 

We would like to ask the Independent Expert what are, in his views, other 

prerequisites as well as confidence building measures by all stakeholders for the 

dialogue process to be truly inclusive, comprehensive and transparent, laying basis 

for peace and reconciliation?  

We would also like to ask him in which cases he has issued urgent appeals to the 

Government of the Sudan (para 23 in his report). 


