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Mr. President, 

 

The EU welcomes this discussion and the reporting by the OHCHR on the human 

rights situation in Ukraine as an objective account of events and circumstances, and 

highly values the recommendations put forward to improve the situation and ensure 

accountability for violations and abuses of international human rights and 

humanitarian law. The EU fully supports the work of the OHCHR Human Rights 

Monitoring Mission in Ukraine. We urge all sides to fully implement the 

recommendations contained in OHCHR reports, including the implementation of 

UNGA resolution 68/262. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

We must not forget that this crisis started with the repression of peaceful protests on 

the Maidan in Kiev, and escalated gravely with the illegal annexation of the 

Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol - which the EU continues 

to condemn and will not recognize - and with the operation of illegal armed groups in 

eastern regions of Ukraine, supported by an influx of arms and fighters from the 

Russian Federation. We are concerned by multiple reports that these armed groups 

have committed killings, abductions, torture and other abuses of human rights and 
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violations of humanitarian law, including preventing residents from leaving conflict-

affected zones. We also remain concerned about continued harassment and 

discrimination against Ukrainian nationals, Crimean Tatars and other minorities 

residing in Crimea. 

 

There needs to be accountability for crimes committed, as only accountability can 

pave the way for reconciliation. Therefore, all efforts must be made to ensure that 

anyone who has committed a serious violation of international law is brought to 

justice. On this note, we expect that those responsible for the downing of the 

Malaysian Airlines Flight MH17 in Donetsk on 17 July and the tragic and senseless 

loss of so many innocent lives will be brought to justice. To this end, we strongly urge 

all parties to ensure immediate, safe and unrestricted access to the MH17 crash site. 

 

The EU continues to condemn the aggression by Russian armed forces on Ukrainian 

soil and has repeatedly called on the Russian Federation to immediately withdraw all 

its military assets and forces from Ukraine. We expect that, in line with the Minsk 

agreements of 5 and 19 September, all foreign armed formations and military 

equipment, as well as fighters and mercenaries should be immediately withdrawn 

from the territory of Ukraine, allowing the country to begin the process of 

reconstruction. The EU stands ready to assist the people of Ukraine in this regard. 

 

We welcome the efforts of the Ukrainian Government to pursue the course of reforms 

including constitutional reform, and recall the need to ensure inclusiveness at all 

levels of government, including through steps designed to reach out to all Ukrainian 

regions, population groups and to ensure full protection of national minorities. In this 

regard, we welcome the ratification of EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. We 

encourage Ukraine to continue to draw on the expertise of the OSCE, Council of 

Europe and OHCHR, as well as of the Special Procedures of this Council, and to 

consider also the recommendations of the UPR process. 

 

Thank you. 

 


