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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

27th Session  

(8-26 September 2014) 

EU Statement 

SG/HC Country Reports 

Mr. President, Madam Deputy High Commissioner, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania* and Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova and Armenia. 

The European Union strongly values the work of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights at country level and appreciates the reports presented by the Secretary General and the High 

Commissioner to this Council.   

 

The EU is extremely dismayed by the situation in Iraq and strongly condemns the indiscriminate 

killings and human rights violations perpetrated by particularly ISIL and other terrorist 

organisations, including specific targeting of persons belonging to religious and ethnic minorities. 

 

We look forward to the urgent dispatching of the OHCHR mission to investigate these violations 

and abuses which is an important step towards accountability. We commend the strong efforts of 

the Office this regard.  

 

The EU regrets the stated position by the government of Sri Lanka that it will not cooperate with 

the investigation by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights into alleged violations 

and abuses of human rights and related crimes committed during Sri Lanka's civil war. We urge the 

government to reconsider its decision and to cooperate fully with the investigation.  

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as 
potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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We are extremely concerned at recent efforts to restrict legitimate public activities of civil society 

and NGO's in Sri Lanka, including prospective witnesses to the international investigation. We call 

on the government of Sri Lanka to respect individual's right to exercise their freedom of expression, 

opinion, association and assembly, including by ensuring that individuals can freely engage with the 

UN mechanisms, and to ensure full accountability for acts of harassment and intimidation against 

them. 

 

We deplore the serious episodes of violence against religious minority groups including Muslims, 

Christians and Hindus. We call on the relevant authorities of Sri Lanka to ensure that cases of 

intimidation or violence are investigated fully and perpetrators are brought to justice.  

 

The EU is concerned about the recent deterioration of the security situation in Yemen which 

jeopardizes any gains in the field of human rights. We welcome the signing of the Peace and 

National Partnership Agreement under the good offices of UN Envoy Jamal Benomar. We call on 

all parties to refrain from violence and focus on the implementation of the outcome of the National 

Dialogue Conference. This will enable urgent reforms to improve women’s rights and participation, 

in particular the introduction of an efficient legislative framework on violence against women and 

the increase of the minimum legal age for marriage. The active co-operation of the Government of 

Yemen with the OHCHR in the country testifies to the good intentions of the Government. At the 

same time progress is needed in a number of areas to improve human rights, including ensuring 

accountability.  

Finally, while recognizing the efforts of the government of the Democratic Republic of Congo 

to improve the situation of Human Rights in the country, the EU continues to be concerned with the 

remaining challenges, such as the high number of victims of sexual violence and the prevalence of 

impunity for perpetrators of human rights violations.  

We strongly encourage the Government of the DRC to ensure that the rights of freedom of 

expression and peaceful assembly are respected and to create the necessary conditions for a safe and 

conducive environment for free and fair elections.  

Thank you.  
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