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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

27th Session  

(8-26 September 2014) 

EU Statement 

Follow-up and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Liechtenstein‡, Ukraine and Georgia. 

Mr. President, 

The VDPA reminds us that (I quote) Special emphasis should be given to ... strengthening of a 

pluralistic civil society. In addition, the General Assembly underscored that the VDPA had to be 

translated into action inter alia by non-governmental organizations. The European Union fully 

endorses the VDPA’s emphasis on the important and indispensable role played by civil society, 

NGOs, Human Rights Defenders and journalists, as well as NHRIs and other stakeholders, to 

remind governments of their human rights obligations and to support them in their implementation. 

Civil society reflects the plurality of voices that is the bedrock for any democratic society. States 

have the responsibility to ensure that those that speak up for human rights are protected.  

The European Union is concerned about persistent cases of persecution of human rights defenders 

and condemns all acts of intimidation and violence against them. The European Union also 

condemns any attempts to endanger journalists in their profession or to place unjustified restrictions 

on free speech, whether online or offline. The promotion of freedom of expression, of assembly and 

association as well as the protection of human rights defenders will continue to be a priority for the 

European Union. 

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as 
potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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The European Union is seriously concerned about recent and on-going activities in a number of 

countries, where government actions have led to the death of a number of human rights defenders. 

The European Union calls upon all states to respect their international obligations and to provide a 

safe and enabling environment for their civil society.  

Mr. President, 

As pointed out by Secretary General Ban Ki-moon “the struggle for LGBT rights is one of the great, 

neglected human rights challenges of our time.” Three years after the first ever Human Rights 

Council resolution on human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity was passed by the 

Human Rights Council, we cannot be complacent.  

International human rights law is clear in that all people are entitled to enjoy their rights without 

discrimination. There is no doubt that states have the obligation to protect all their gay, lesbian, 

bisexual,  transgender or intersex citizens from violence and discrimination. Unfortunately, the 

reality all over the world is different and LGBTI people are subject to violence and discrimination 

everywhere, including through the criminalisation of consensual homosexual acts in some 

countries, even with the death penalty. This is a reason for deep concern for the European Union. 

We call on these countries to repeal these laws which amount to serious human rights violations and 

cause immense suffering for the concerned individuals and renew our commitment to ensure the full 

realization of all human rights for LGBTI persons living in the EU.  

The international community cannot refrain from acting where individuals are punished by States 

owing to their identity. Let us be clear, being LGBTI should not be cause for repressive action by 

the State. History has shown that persecuting minorities leads to catastrophic results. Therefore, the 

Council must continue to act to protect the human rights of all, including LGBTI persons. 

I thank you. 


