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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

27th Session  

(8-26 September 2014) 

EU Statement 

Human Rights situation that require the Council's attention 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Albania*, Iceland†, and Liechtenstein‡. 

The European Union remains highly committed to the promotion and protection of human rights 

worldwide and welcomes this opportunity to discuss human rights situations in various parts of the 

world that require the Council's attention.    

The EU strongly condemns the war crimes and crimes against humanity perpetrated in the Syrian 

Arab Republic, and notes that the UN Commission of Inquiry makes clear that the Syrian regime 

and its affiliates, as well as ISIL, are responsible for a large number of violations and abuses. In the 

interactive dialogue this week, the EU has expressed itself about this situation.   

The EU is extremely concerned with the current crisis in Iraq  and strongly condemns the large 

scale, widespread and systematic violations and abuses of human rights, particularly committed by 

ISIL and other armed groups, including specific targeting of persons belonging to religious and 

ethnic minorities.  We welcome the decision by this Council to request that the OHCHR sends a 

mission to investigate the violations and abuses in Iraq; we see this as an important step towards 

ensuring accountability.  

                                                           
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as 
potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
‡ Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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The EU continues to condemn the aggression by Russian armed forces on Ukrainian soil and we 

call on the Russian Federation to immediately withdraw all its military assets and forces from 

Ukraine. We are concerned by reports that illegally armed groups operating in eastern Ukraine 

have continued to commit killings, abductions and torture and other abuses of human rights and 

violations of humanitarian law, including preventing residents from leaving conflict-affected zones. 

We also remain concerned about continued harassment and discrimination against Ukrainian 

nationals, Crimean Tatars and other minorities residing in Crimea, the illegal annexation of which 

the EU continues to condemn and will not recognise.  

The EU is extremely concerned about the further deterioration of the human rights situation in 

Sudan. There are continuing conflicts in Darfur, Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile with significant 

humanitarian and human rights abuses on the civilian population, including indiscriminate aerial 

bombardments and scorched-earth tactics. We are also concerned about gender-based violence, 

extrajudicial killing of protesters, continued use of arbitrary detention and torture, restrictions on the 

media and violations of the right to freedom of religion or belief.  The situation is compounded by 

the general lack of accountability. The gravity of the situation requires a renewed and increased 

response by this Council; we therefore support the establishment of an effective mechanism to 

monitor and report on the human rights situation in Sudan.   

The EU considers that the further deterioration of the humanitarian and human rights situation in 

South Sudan requires an increased response by this Council. We call on all parties to put an end to 

violence. We will raise our concerns at the High Level panel discussion dedicated to this situation.  

The EU continues to be worried about the deteriorating Human Rights situation in Egypt marked 

by indiscriminate detentions and disproportionate sentencing – including the death penalty. The EU 

is equally concerned with reports of torture in detention centres and sexual assaults on female 

detainees. The EU is further alarmed by the situation of Human Rights Defenders and NGOs. 

Freedom of expression and freedom of assembly, as enshrined in the Egyptian Constitution, must 

be effectively safeguarded.  We stress the need for democratic, transparent and accountable 

institutions that protect all people of Egypt and their fundamental rights The EU underlines the need 

for a thorough, independent and transparent investigation into the killing of protesters and security 

forces since 30 June 2013 and the need to bring those responsible to justice. While taking into 

account the serious challenges faced by the country, notably the security environment in the region 
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and at the national level, the EU calls upon the Government of Egypt to fully respect human rights 

standards, including in the implementation of counter terrorism measures.  

The EU remains deeply concerned by the arrest and detention of peaceful human rights defenders, 

including lawyers and intellectuals in China. We urge the Chinese authorities to  release those 

detained for exercising their right to  freedom of conscience, expression and association, which is 

recognised under China’s international human rights commitments and by its Constitution. This 

includes Uyghur scholar Ilham Tohti. The EU also remains concerned with the human rights 

situation in Tibet and Xinjiang and encourages China to address the root causes of unrest and foster 

dialogue with and between different ethnic groups.  

The EU is concerned about severe restrictions to freedom of expression, of peaceful assembly and 

of association in the Russian Federation and reiterates its concern about legislation requiring non-

governmental organisations receiving foreign funding and allegedly engaged in -unclearly defined- 

“political activities” to register as “foreign agents”.  The EU also calls on Russia to uphold its 

national and international obligations and commitments to non-discrimination, to freedom of 

expression, association and assembly. It urges the Russian government to ensure that legislation and 

its implementation conform to international human rights standards.  

Considering the worrying trend of a shrinking space for civil society in many parts of the world, the 

EU calls on all governments to ensure that NGO legislations comply with international human 

rights standards. The EU is concerned about actions that restrict and weaken the voices of 

independent civil society, including in several countries in our neighbourhood.   

Finally, the EU engaged in this Council's recent Special Session on the occupied Palestinian 

territory  because we see respect for international human rights and international humanitarian law 

as a cornerstone for peace and security.  Alleged violations by all sides must be investigated 

according to international standards. All victims or their families must have access to justice in view 

of ensuring full accountability. The EU calls on all parties to cooperate with the newly established 

UN Commission of Inquiry, emphasising that this body covers all violations of international human 

rights law and international humanitarian law by all sides, including those committed by Hamas and 

other militant groups. We recognise Israel's right to defend itself proportionately and in accordance 

with international law. The EU further calls on Israel, as it does on all States, to issue a standing 

invitation to all special procedures and to grant access to the newly appointed Special Rapporteur 
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Wibisono. The EU underlines the need for all sides to refrain from actions on the ground further 

undermining the viability of the two-State solution. The EU is notably concerned that Israel 

continues its policy of land confiscation and settlements in the West Bank, impacting negatively on 

Palestinian civilians in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. The EU recalls the applicability of 

the Fourth Geneva Convention in occupied Palestinian territory.  

The EU remains deeply concerned with a deteriorating Human Rights situation in Eritrea , 

particularly as regards political oppression and a high number of political prisoners, including 

journalists. 

 

 

 

 

 


