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UNITED NATIONS  

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

27
th

 Session  

(8-26 September 2014) 

EU Statement 

Human Rights Bodies and Mechanism 

Mr. President,  

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey
*
, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia
†
, Montenegro

†
, Iceland

‡
, Serbia

†
, Albania

†
, Bosnia and Herzegovina

†
, 

Liechtenstein
§
, Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

The EU remains a resolute supporter of the OHCHR and commends the leading role of the Office in 

both mainstreaming human rights across the UN system and advancing the human rights agenda 

globally. We share the assessment recently put forward by the former High Commissioner that the 

Office’s “authoritative voice on human rights is attributable to its integrity and its insistence on 

freedom from political influence”.  

 

Mr. President, 

 

The EU expresses its serious concern about new and reliable reports on intimidation, harassment, 

arrests, lengthy prison sentences and death of individuals cooperating with the UN system and its 

human rights mechanisms. Such behavior is unacceptable and must be stopped. We concur with the 

conclusions and recommendations of the last Secretary-General’s Report on cooperation with the 

United Nations, and still believe that the UN should prevent and address cases of reprisals through a 

more effective and coordinated approach. 

                                                           
*
 Candidate country 

†
 The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as 

potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

§
 Liechtenstein and Norway are members of the EFTA and the European Economic Area.  
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The Treaty Bodies provide for concrete guidance to all countries on the implementation of their 

international human rights obligations and send early warnings on human rights problems in 

specific states. Today, it is crucial to join efforts to ensure the effectiveness and efficiency of the 

Treaty Bodies Strengthening resolution recently adopted by the General Assembly and, in 

particular, that the Treaty Bodies system is reducing its backlog while enhancing its ability to 

protect individuals on the ground. To this end, the independence of treaty bodies remains an 

indispensable feature of the system. 

 

The EU is firmly convinced that the special procedures play a key role in rendering international 

human rights law operative. We reiterate our appeal to States to issue a standing invitation to 

mandate holders and respond promptly to special procedures’ communications.   

 

The EU and its Member States deem that fact-finding missions and commissions of inquiry are, in 

some circumstances, indispensable tools to set the basis for accountability of those responsible for 

violations and suggest ways of moving forward. In some cases, those bodies have produced notable 

outcomes, even when not allowed access to the country concerned. We however believe that access, 

together with cooperation and adequate protection for victims and witnesses, are important 

requisites for the success of these mechanisms. 

 

The EU is fully committed to the UPR, the only universal mechanism reviewing all States for their 

human rights record, which is designed to complement other mechanisms, not replacing or 

duplicating them. We note the Office’s suggestion that States can better implement the UPR 

recommendations if integrated with Special Procedures and Treaty Bodies’ recommendations, for 

instance in a national action plan.  

 

I thank you, Mr. President. 

 

 


