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Thank you Mr President,  

The EU thanks the Commission of Inquiry for its 8th report and for its ongoing work to 

document human rights violations and abuses in the Syrian Arab Republic. After 

three and a half years of sustained bloodshed it is mainly civilians who continue to 

suffer heavily on a daily basis. This situation is resulting in an ever increasing number 

of deaths, serious injuries, and all kinds of inhuman and degrading treatment. We 

remain concerned over reports of the conditions of prisoners held in government 

facilities, as well as the Commission’s assessment that the Syrian authorities’ use of 

enforced disappearances amounts to a crime against humanity. The information you 

collect on the alleged perpetrators and on the crimes committed in Syria is 

instrumental to support future accountability efforts. 

We regret that the Syrian regime continues to deny the Commission of Inquiry access 

into Syria. We reiterate our full support to the Commission's work and to its request 

for immediate, full and unfettered access into the country.  

The situation in Syria continues to deteriorate, and systematic and widespread 

violations and abuses of human rights law and of international humanitarian law 

continue to be committed unabated. According to your findings, there is clear 

evidence that actions by the Syrian government forces and extremist groups, such as 

the so-called ISIL, amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity. This includes 

the COI’s findings that the Syrian regime is responsible for the torture of tens of 

thousands of Syrians, as illustrated by the ‘Caesar’ report.  
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In view of growing complexity of conflict dynamics and the impact of war beyond 

Syrian borders, the EU is particularly concerned by the palpable risk of the conflict 

spreading even further. We express concern at the spread of extremism and the 

absence of protection of the rights of the civilian population, in particular for all ethnic, 

religious and other vulnerable groups, including the Christian communities. The so-

called ISIL is not only spreading a reign of terror but its members are reported to 

have perpetrated heinous crimes tantamount to crimes against humanity. The 

participation of extremist groups in the conflict poses a serious threat not only to 

international efforts to reach a political solution to the conflict in Syria but also to 

regional and international security. In this regard, the EU welcomes the National 

Coalition of Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition’s (SOC) rejection of terrorism and 

their consistent condemnation of terrorist acts and notes that the Syrian opposition is 

leading the fight against the so-called ISIL. The EU recalls that all responsible for 

such acts must be held accountable and that there can be no impunity for any such 

violations and abuses. The EU calls on the Security Council to urgently address the 

prevailing culture of impunity and refer the situation in Syria to the International 

Criminal Court. As the Commission of Inquiry has once again concluded in its latest 

report, the Syrian authorities and its affiliates are responsible for a large number of 

violations and crimes against humanity.  

We strongly support the Commission's appeal to all parties in conflict and urge all 

actors on the ground to fully respect international human rights and humanitarian law. 

We call for a cessation of politically or religiously motivated violence. 

The EU reiterates its call on the Syrian authorities and all parties to the conflict to 

immediately allow and not hinder prompt humanitarian assistance to all persons in 

need throughout Syria, including across conflict lines and across borders, in 

accordance with Security Council resolutions 2139 and 2165.  

The EU is deeply concerned about “compelling confirmation” by the OPCW that 

chlorine gas was used as an illegal weapon in Syria. The findings of the Commission 

of Inquiry incriminate government armed forces. We strongly condemn the use of 

chemical weapons, which is strictly prohibited under international law.  

We would like to ask the following question:  
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How is this Council further able to support your mandate, in particular in fighting 

impunity and ensuring accountability for all violations and abuses committed by the 

parties to the conflict?  

 

 

 


