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Mister President, distinguished panelists, 

The European Union attaches great importance to the integration of a gender 

perspective in country-specific work of the Council and more broadly in all the work 

that we do collectively to improve promotion and protection of universal human rights 

for all. This is a priority task that requires constant vigilance, leadership and attention. 

In this regard, we congratulate the OHCHR for the steps taken to include women's 

rights as a cross-cutting issue in the various fields of activities: integrating them in all 

six thematic priorities, appointing gender focal points in their field presences, 

appointing regional gender advisors, implementing mandatory gender rights training 

for all human rights staff etc. 

In the European Union, we have been taking similar steps, in particular by 

mainstreaming gender issues in all of our development policies and programs and 

promoting  effectiveness of institutional mechanisms in order to accelerate not only 

de jure but also de facto/substantial  gender equality. 

Despite the efforts deployed, however, the persistence of gross violations of women's 

rights is still shockingly visible in the world nowadays, and guaranteeing women's full 

and equal enjoyment of all human rights in practice remains an urgent task. When 

tackling this challenge, it is important to consider the specific ways in which women 

experience human rights violations and abuses in a certain environment, and to 



 

actively seek the perspectives of women in this regard, in order to better shape 

effective responses tailored to that environment. 

Bearing in mind that violations and abuses of women's human rights are sometimes 

hidden from the public eye, we would welcome from the panelists any suggestions of 

useful methodological tools regarding the integration of women's human rights and a 

gender analysis in the Council's country-specific work, including in countries where 

less visible, as opposed to flagrant violations are more often committed. 

Thank you. 

 


