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UNITED NATIONS  
HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

27th Session  

(8-26 September 2014) 

EU Statement 

HC/SG Thematic Reports 

Mr. President,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The full text of this statement will be 

posted on the extranet. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

First of all, Mr. President, allow me to reiterate the EU’s support for the High Commissioner and 

his staff, and to express our appreciation to the High Commissioner and his Office, as well as the 

Secretary General, for the presentation of the thematic reports under items 2 and 3. 

The EU welcomes both the Secretary General’s report on the question of the death penalty and the 

summary of the related high level panel discussion at the 25th session. The EU is strongly 

committed to the international campaign against the death penalty, and our common resolve is 

strengthened by the encouraging trend toward the universal abolition of the death penalty, 

confirmed in the report. We will continue to raise our voice in favor of a moratorium on the use of 

the death penalty as a first step towards its abolition and to seek a wide support for the UNGA 

resolution on the issue.  

The EU puts the protection of the human rights of women and children at the core of its human 

rights agenda and welcomes the reports that focus on these issues. We agree on the need to involve 

victims of gender-based and sexual violence in transitional justice processes, as their voices can be 

a powerful tool to raise awareness on the magnitude of the challenge, and to mobilize institutions 

                                                           
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as 
potential candidate country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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and public opinions in order to prevent such heinous violence and re-establish justice and trust. 

Both Child Early and Forced Marriages and Female Genital Mutilations are human rights violations 

disproportionally affecting women and girls. We are deeply involved in initiatives aiming at 

eradicating these harmful practices, and welcome initiatives such as the Girl Summit held in 

London this year. We are firmly convinced of the need for them to be addressed within the post-

2015 development agenda.  

The EU thanks the Office of the High Commissioner for the Summaries of the panel discussions on 

the importance of the promotion and protection of civil society space and on the safety of 

journalists. We believe that civil society has a crucial role in promoting the protection and respect 

of human rights, and that civil society actors must be put in the condition of working independently 

and without fear. The independence of their work is deeply linked to the respect of the right to 

freedom of opinion and expression that is, in our opinion, at the core of every democratic and open 

society. Along the same line, we believe that journalists must be allowed to work freely and 

independently, and that their safety must be respected and protected. We are appalled by the recent 

heinous executions of journalists perpetrated by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), 

which are a tragic reminder of the increasing dangers journalists face every day.  We express our 

support to all journalists currently working in areas of conflict worldwide.   

We also thank the Office of the High Commissioner for the study on factors impeding equal 

political participation, which highlights the right to equal and effective participation in political and 

public affairs as another indispensable pillar of every democratic and open society.          

The EU welcomes the Plan of Action for the third phase of the World Program for Human Rights 

Education. Targeted education and training is indeed a fundamental enabler to promote and protect 

human rights and fundamental freedoms, and to build democratic societies based upon tolerance, 

non-discrimination and the rule of law.  

Thank you. 
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