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Mr. President, 

The European Union welcomes the opportunity to discuss the human rights of all 

persons deprived of their liberty. At the outset, it is important to underline that 

persons deprived of their liberty should enjoy the same human rights protection as 

any other human being, with the exception of those limitations that are necessitated 

by the fact of their incarceration. However, as we have heard from the panelists, 

persons deprived of their liberty do face specific human rights challenges due to the 

closed nature of the places of deprivation of liberty and their low status in the eyes of 

the public. This makes them vulnerable to many abuses, chiefly among them torture 

and inhuman or degrading treatment. It is therefore of great importance that the 

Human Rights Council dedicates more space to their protection.  

Mr. President, 

The panelists have addressed a number of important issues, among them the 

importance of judicial oversight and review of detention as well as the overuse of 

custodial measures leading to overcrowding and deplorable conditions of detention. 

The European Union is dedicated to preventing and addressing these issues. All of 

its member states have ratified the Convention against Torture; the great majority has 

signed or ratified its Optional Protocol.  Furthermore, all of the EU member states 

have ratified the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which allows for unannounced visits by 

independent experts.  
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Mr. President, 

The European Union supports further discussion and engagement of the Council on 

this important human rights issue. To this end, I would like to ask the distinguished 

panelists two questions:  

Can you identify any gap in the international human rights framework in regard to the 

legal protection of persons deprived of their liberty?  

In your view, how can the Council and its mechanisms contribute to a better 

protection of the human rights of persons deprived of their liberty? 

I thank you.  

 

 

 


