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Mr President,  

 

The European Union would like to thank the Working Group for the presentation of its 

report.  

The EU regrets that the lack of conceptual clarity in the mandate was not addressed 

when it was renewed at the 24th session of this Council. A significant change in the 

mandate would have provided the Working Group a better framework to carry out its 

work instead of entertaining the confusion between activities of mercenaries, and the 

activities of private military and private security companies.  

On the latter, the European Union engaged in the third session of the Open-Ended 

Inter-Governmental Working Group on 21-25 July 2014 mandated to consider the 

possibility of elaborating an international regulatory framework on the regulation, 

monitoring and oversight of the activities of private military and security companies.  

The EU welcomes discussions on appropriate forms of regulation of the sector, while 

taking into account the existing rules of international law that govern States´ relations 

with PMCs/PSCs, in particular under international humanitarian law, human rights 

law and international criminal law, as well as particularly relevant tools such as the 

UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the Montreux Document 

(which will soon be institutionalized with a Montreux Document Forum) and the 
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International Code of Conduct Association (which can become an effective oversight 

mechanism). 

The EU believes that a multi-faced approach is likely to be most effective in 

regulating the industry as there cannot be "one size fits all" approach on this matter. 

None of the possible options, ranging from domestic legislation to international 

standard setting initiatives or to a possible international convention, can be regarded 

as a panacea solution.  

In this context, the EU appreciates the continued efforts of the Working Group to map 

and analyse existing legislation on PSCs/PMCs as illustrated in the report presented 

to this session [A/HRC/27/50]. However, the EU reiterates its view, already 

expressed at the 24th session, that this exercise may be undermined if it is meant to 

support a pre-established position that a legally binding instrument is the "best way to 

ensure adequate protection of human rights" (para. 75), without developing 

arguments that could highlight the advantages of other options. The EU encourages 

the Working Group to remain open-minded on the possible forms of regulation. The 

EU is concerned that the Working Group intends to "further elaborate on the draft of 

a possible international convention on private military and security companies" (para. 

7), which would seem to go beyond its mandate and risks further complicating 

discussion in the abovementioned intergovernmental process.  

Thank you, Mr President. 

 

 


