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The European Union and its Member States acknowledge that the issue of history 

teaching and memorialization processes is of great importance, since events of the 

past often constitute obstacles to peace-making today and could be the causes of 

instability in the future.  

We stress that history teaching and the memorialization of historical events must not 

be used as an instrument of ideological manipulation and propaganda, but should 

rather be seen as a possibility to develop mutual understanding and respect between 

peoples.  At the same time cultural diversity cannot be abused to undermine the 

universality of human rights. 

 

We consider that comprehensive history teaching is enabled in free and democratic 

societies where human rights and fundamental freedoms are fully respected.  It is the 

role of the Academia to conduct an independent research and to lead a historical 

debate. In this regard, governments must guarantee the autonomy of universities and 

research institutes and collaborate with and promote the participation of civil society  

in  the debates.  

 

We share the view of the Special Rapporteur on Cultural Rights that governments 

should make every effort to ensure access to library funds and archival materials of 

public interest, including to researchers from other states. 
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We agree that democratic and free societies must also reassess their existing 

paradigms to reach an inclusive multi-voice narrative.  These efforts are a challenge 

to any state and need to be supported. The EU supports and promotes the efforts 

through the Europe for Citizens Programme and also the Erasmus programme . We 

stress the role of regional and professional organizations in upholding national 

efforts. . In this regard, we would like to commend the longstanding work of the 

Council of Europe and European Association of History Educators.  

 

Honorable panelists, one aspect widely neglected in history teaching is gender 

equality and the role of women in history.  What in your view could be done on a 

regional, as well as a global level, in order to pursue and promote the role of women 

in history?  

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 


