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Mr. President, 

The European Union warmly thanks the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all 

human rights by older persons, Ms. Rosa Kornfeld-Matte, for her first report to this 

Council. 

We appreciate that the mandate of the Independent Expert focuses on the 

implementation of law existing in this area. Indeed, as demonstrated last year during 

the 2nd global review of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, which 

remains the point of reference on this issue, the progress on the implementation side 

has been limited. Lack of access, obstacles to participation and low awareness about 

their rights are some of the persisting problems which prevent older persons from 

fully enjoying all human rights.  

We welcome the Independent Expert's recent participation at the fifth session of the 

Open-ended Working Group on Ageing. Indeed, complementarity of various 

mechanisms established in this area is vital for avoiding duplication and ensuring a 

cohesive approach in efforts to improve the human rights protection of older persons. 

In this regard, we underline the importance of the IE's comprehensive report for 

HRC33 being brought to the attention of the OEWG, as per resolution 24/20. 
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The situation of older persons is very high on the agenda of the European Union and 

its Member States. More than 20% of Europeans will be 65 years or older by 2025 

and we are well aware of the challenges that this entails, including the human rights 

dimension. We welcome and also actively create opportunities to exchange 

experiences on this important issue. This June, the EU organised a conference on 

frailty in old age in the context of the European Innovation Partnership on Active and 

Healthy Ageing. This July, there was an EU side-event in the margins of the OEWG 

on Ageing, focusing on the monitoring of the quality of care of older persons from a 

human rights perspective. 

We would be interested to hear the IE's view on how adequate social investment into 

long-term care can positively influence the human rights protection of older persons. 

We wish Ms. Kornfeld-Matte good luck in discharging her mandate and are looking 

forward to cooperating closely with her on this important issue.  

Thank you. 

Now turning on to the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery 

 

The EU would like to thank the Special Rapporteur Ms Urmila Bhoola for her report 

and we congratulate her on her appointment. Madam Special Rapporteur, we look 

forward to engaging with you in the coming years as you take forward your important 

mandate.  

We would like to echo the appreciation you have expressed in your report for the 

important work of the previous Rapporteur, Ms Gulnara Shahinian in combating 

slavery and slavery-like practices during her two terms as mandate holder.  

We also wish to welcome the cooperation extended to your predecessor by the 

Government of Ghana in relation to a country visit and by the Governments of 

Mauritania and Kazakhstan for follow-up visits. We note that follow-up visits and long 

term engagement became a feature of the work of the previous Special Rapporteur 

and hope that this can serve as a best practice for the wider special procedures 

system.  
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We would like to thank you for setting out a number of priority areas for your mandate 

and would like to ask two questions.  

First, in your report you state that the mandate requires a multi-faceted approach 

combining law and policy frameworks which provide for prevention, protection, 

prosecution and redress at the national and international levels .How do you intend to 

work with relevant international actors and agencies such as the International Labour 

Organisations on the areas you have outlined in your report? 

Second, in your report you refer to the important role of civil society in taking forward 

your mandate. How do you intend to engage with a broad range of civil society actors 

and what challenges do you foresee in this regard? 

Thank you. 

 


