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Madam High Commissioner, 

 

The European Union wishes to pay a hearty tribute to you for your tireless work over 

the last six years to protect and promote human rights globally. 

  

Your personal commitment and strong leadership has made an invaluable 

contribution in consolidating the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

as an independent body defending and upholding human rights across the globe for 

all people, without discrimination of any kind. We particularly commend the 

expansion of the field presence during your mandate and the continuation of efforts 

to fully achieve mainstreaming of human rights across the United Nations. We also 

welcome the increased focus of the Office on widening democratic space under your 

leadership. 

 

We especially appreciate your clear words on human rights violations, regardless of 

where they have occurred and your consistent fight against impunity. The courage 

and impartiality which have characterised your work as High Commissioner have 

strengthened the international efforts for the protection of human rights and have 

given a voice to countless victims of human rights abuses. The European Union 

commends you for speaking out on such pressing issues as the persecution of 

human rights defenders and persons belonging to minorities,  

The EU is a staunch supporter of the Office of the High Commissioner, its operational 

independence and integrity, as well as the UN's work in the area of human rights. In 
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this regard, the EU looks forward to an open and constructive cooperation with your 

successor as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, to continue pursuing the 

universal goal of advancing the effective protection and promotion of all human 

rights.  

  

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome the appointment of Prince Zeid 

Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein who has a proven track record at the United Nations, in 

human rights and as a strong advocate for international justice. We are confident that 

with his appointment, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is well 

placed to continue to play a lead role in advancing and strengthening respect for 

human rights worldwide and to continue your remarkable legacy.  

  

Madam High Commissioner, let me express once again our deepest gratitude for 

your outstanding work done as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and wish 

you all the best in your future endeavours. Your legacy will certainly not be forgotten 

by all those working to promote and protect human rights worldwide! 

 

Thank you.  

 


